Carmen  Jones,  above,  of  Washington,  III.,  tallJ^th  one  of  the  children  in  Tupelo 
via  hand  puppets.  Ruth  Wiseman,  at  right,  of  Browns,  III.,  points  out  a  Bible  verse 
during  VBS  at  the  South  Canal  mission  center  in  Tupelo.  At  back  right  is  Joice  Knaak 


of  Zion.  Ill 


Two  school  teachers,  a  homemaker, 
an  associational  secretai^,  a  filter 
assembler,  a  cashier,  and  a  conve¬ 
nience  store  night  manager  visited 
Tupelo  recently  from  Illinois. 

A  couple  of  them  dropped  by  to  see 
Elvis  Presley’s  home  place,  but 
sightseeing  was  not  the  purpose  of 
their  visit. 

These  seven  women  were  the  first 
contingent  from  Illinois  in  a  series  of 
mission  trips  related  to  a  missions 
partnership  between  Illinois  and 
Mississippi.  This  particular  group 
was  sponsored  by  the  Illinois  .Wonianb 
Missionary  Unitm,  according  to  Beaky 
Arnett,  schoolteacher  and  guidance 
counselcM-  and  a  member  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  McLeansboro,  Ill. 

Each  state’s  WMU  is  leadi^  two 
trips  to  the  other  state,  she  said.  Bill 
Smith,  director  of  missions  for  Lee 
Association,  made  the  request  for  Uw 
group  to  work  at  Tu^lo.  “This 


association  has  really  supported  us,’’ 
said  Mrs.  Arnett. 

Their  assignment  was  to  lead  a  mis¬ 
sion  Vacation  Bible  School,  an  adult 
Bible  study,  and  visit  in  local  nursing 
homes  in  East  Tupelo. 

The  VBS  was  in  the  South  Canal 
mission  center  in  a  building  renovated 
by  East  Heights  Church  in  Tupelo. 
East  Heights  sponsors  a  Big  A  Club 
six  months  of  the  year,  led  by  member 
Pam  Welch. 

Member  Danny  Smith  led  in  the 
building  renovation.  He  started  the 
Big  A  Gub  two  years  ago  in  the  most¬ 
ly  black  community. 

Smith  credits  the  church’s  former 
pastor  Raymond  Sprars  with  bei^  in¬ 
strumental  in  starting  the  ministry. 
Spears  recently  became  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Herndon,  Va.  As  for 
Smith,  “God  has  blinded  me  as  far  as 
color,’’  he  said. 

Smith  said  the  only  people  reached 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


thus  far  with  the  center  is  children. 
“We  do  hope  to  have  a  worship  service 
here  perhaps  by  this  fall,’’  he  said. 
They  have  done  a  partial  survey  with 
he  termed  good  response. 

Smith  said  his  church  views  the 
building  on  Canal  Street  as  an 
outreach  center,  “not  just  for  our 
church,  but  f6r  any  of  our  churches’’ 
which  wish  to  participate. 

A  contractor.  Smith  said  when  he 
accepted  Christ  as  an  adult  at  age  23, 
he  found  out  “I  didn’t  have  to  do 
anything  for  my  salvation.  God  just 
opened  my  ey^,  my  mind,  and  my 
h^rt  and  I  accepted  it.” 

He  noted,  “I  couldn’t  go  through  life 
without  telling  people  about  Jesus. 
Since  he  volunteered  to  work  with  the 
mission  center,  “I  feel  I’m  where  God 
wants  me.” 

The  volunteers  worked  with  good 
humor  and  high  spirits  through  the 

week  in  Tupelo.  Ruth  Wiseman,  the 

•  • 


filter  assembler  from  Browns,  Ill., 
said  she  was  glad  to  have  “the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  trying  to  share  love  with  the 
little  children  that  appreciate  a  hug.” 
She  is  a  member  of  Emmanuel  Bap¬ 
tist  Mission  of  Mt.  Carmel. 

Mrs.  Wiseman  is  a  new  Baptist,  but 
a  longtime  Christian.  She  heard  a 
WMU  speaker  who  had  been  on  a 
similar  trip.  “I  was  inspired  to  go  on 
a  trip  and  help  someone,”  she  said. 

Joice  Knaak,  cashier  for  a  hard¬ 
ware  store,  who  is  a  member  of  Mt. 
Carmel  Baptist  Church  in  Zion,  III., 
said  she  was  amazed  at  one  of  the 
kids,  about  five  “who  can  rattle  off  Bi¬ 
ble  verses,  songs,  and  curse”  equally 
as  well.  She  said  the  child’s 
“knowledge  of  the  Bible  is  far  beymd 
most.” 

Karen  Springer,  schoolteacher  and 
member  of  S^ond  Baptist  Church, 
Marion,  Ill.,  said  the  first  day  the  kids 
were  “making  an  issue  of  the  dif¬ 


ference  in  color.  They  were  not  being 
mean,”  she  said,  but  “saying  in  their 
own  way  “you  don’t  really  belong  here, 
you  understand  that,  don’t  you?’  ” 

Mrs.  Springer  said  that  the  second 
day,  that  attitude  changed  to  “How 
long  are  you  gong  to  stay  here?” 

Other  Illinoisans  participating  in 
the  trip  were  Carmen  Jones, 
homemaker  and  member  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Washington,  a  suburb 
of  Peoria;  Virgie  Brown,  associa¬ 
tional  secretary,  former  home  mis¬ 
sionary,  and  wife  of  Mike  Brown, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Win- 
throp  Harbor;  and  Mary  Nelle  Brock, 
convenience  store  night  manager  and 
member  of  Samaria  Missionary  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Albion. 

Said  Ruth  Wiseman  of  the  trip,  “Tb 
really  grow,  you  have  to  have  a 
challenge.” 

Tim  Nicholas  is  director  of  com¬ 
munications,  MBCB. 


Pam  Welch  of  East  Heights  Church, 
Tupelo,  listens  to  a  dramatic  reading  from 
a  teenager  at  the  South  Canal  mission 
center’s  VBS.  —  Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas 
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Carmen  Jones,  above,  gets  the  full  at¬ 
tention  of  the  children  who  want  to  han¬ 
dle  her  puppets.  Becky  Arnett,  at  right,  of 
McLeansboro,  III.,  leads  the  younger 
children  in  a  singing  activity  during  VBS 
sponsored  by  East  Heights  Church, 
Tupelo. 


share  love  in  Tupelo 


1. 


PAGE  2  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  July  19,  1990 


Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


and  settled  an  issue 


The  Baptist  Record  has  been  involv-  would  formalize  the  establishment  of 
ed  in  s<Ane  major  decisions  during  its  the  board.  Gambrell  agreed  for  Frost 
history  I  and,  evidently,  m we  than  one  to  write  the  document  if  it  were 
of  them  involved  some  amount  of  con-  agreed  that  he  could  write  the  final 
troversy.  Notable  among  these  was  paragraph.  Frost  agreed  with  that  if 
the  establishment  of  the  Baptist  Sun-  he  would  be  able  to  write  the  con- 
day  School  Board  in  1891.  The  100th  eluding  sentence, 
anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  nieir  historic  document  ended  with 

this  board  was  one  of  the  major  obser-  these  words, 
vances  during  the  Southern  Baptist  “In  conclusion  yiour  committee,  in 
Convention  in  New  Orleans.  its  long  and  earnest  consideration  of 

The  ^  princijral  characters  in  the  this  whole  matter  in  all  its  en- 
formation  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  vironments,  have  been  compelled  to 
were  J.  M.  Frost,  a  Virginia  pastor,  take  account  of  the  well-known  fact 
and  J.  B.  Gambrell,  editor  of  the  Bap-  that  there  are  widely  divergent  views 
list  Record.  They  led  opposing  view-  held  among  us  by  brethren  equally 
points  concerning  the  establishment  earnest,  consecrated,  ana  aevoiea  lo 
of  the  board.  Frost  favored.  Gambrell  the  best  interest  of  the  Master’s 
did  not.  Kingdom.  It  is  therefore  recommend- 

The  matter  became  a  heated  issue  ed  that  the  fullest  freedom  of  choice . 
before  the  convention,  mainly  beca^  be  accorded  to  every  one  as  to  what 
it  was  felt  by  some  that  the  creation  literature  he  will  use  or  support,  and 
of  such  a  board  would  tend  to  cause  that  no  brother  be  disparaged  in  the 
pressure  to  be  brought  on  Southern  slightest  degree  on  account  of  what  he 
Baptists  to  use  the  board’s  literature  may  do  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  as 
re^rdless  of  circumstances.  Christ’s  freeman. 

Finally  it  was  agreed  that  First  and  “But  we  would  earnestly  urge  all 
Gambrell  would  b^me  a  committee  brethren  to  give  to  this  board  a  fair 
of  two  to  draw  up  the  document  that  consideration,  and  in  no  case  to 


The  picture  at  right  is  an  artist’s  con¬ 
ception  of  the  meeting  between  Gambrell 
and  Frost.  Gambrell  is  standing.  Frost  is 
seated.  The  picture  hangs  in  the  halls  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board’s  building. 


Guest  opinion 


The  anniversary  of  D-Day  and  the 
invasion  of  Normandy  brou^t  back 
poignant  memories  of  inmviduals 
who,  sharing  the 
common  ex¬ 
perience,  left  a 
lasting  impression . 
on  me 

One  such  person 
was  a  yourg,  blond 
lad  of  18  with  an  in- 
"fectious  grin  and 
n  known  to  meqply 
I  as  Dakota  during 
„  ,  our  brief  associa- 

tion  in  this  historic 

battle. 

After  three  or  four  weeks  of 
disorganized  struggle  in  the 
hedgerows,  at  times  finding  the  Ger¬ 
mans  to  our  rear  and  sometimes  in 
front  of  us,  our  battle  lines  had 
stabilized  and  plans  were  being  laid 
for  a  breakthrough  toward  St.  I^  and 
on  to  Paris. 

It  was  during  this  lull  in  activities 
that  our  infantry  company  received  a 
contingent  of  much  needed 
replacements;  and  several  were 
assigned  to  my  platoon  —  among 
them  a  brash  young  man  who  pro¬ 
claimed  to  one  and  all  that  he  was 
Dakota  and  that  he  had  a  strong 
desire  to  close  with  the  enemy  in 
close,  personal  combat.  He  emphasiz¬ 
ed  this  determination  by  fixing  his 
bayonet  with  a  flourish. 

The  other  replacements  displayed 
no  such  heroics,  although  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  well-trained  and 
disciplined  group  as  the  first  sergeant 


read  off  the  roster  and  1  welcomed 
them  to  our  own  little  hedgerow. 

On  the  second  day  of  their  arrival 
I  had  just  finished  a  discussion  with 
the  sergeant  as  to  the  best  way  to  han¬ 
dle  this  arrogant  young  warrior  when 
Dakota  approached  with  his  disarm¬ 
ing  smile 

‘Lieutenant,’’  he  said,  “I  have  learn¬ 
ed  a  lot  about  you,  and  we  have  a  lot 
in  common;  I  know  your  code  name 
is  Rebel  because  you  are  from 
Mississippi.  I  am  also  a  southerner  — 
from  Smith  Dakota.  I  know  that  you 
came  up  through  the  ranks  and  you 
dig  your  own  fc^ole.  Before  this  war 
is  over,  I,  too,  will  lead  and  not  follow.” 

Tlie  sergeant  walked  away  . . .  slow¬ 
ly  shaking  his  head. 

Orders  came  down  from  division 
headquarters  to  begin  the  advance 
toward  St.  Lo.  Intelligence  had  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  German  ihain  line  of 
defense  had  been  established  about 
one  mile  from  our  platoon. 

At  5:30  a.m.  the  following  morning 
the  16-inch  guns  from  a  battleship  off 
shore  would  begin  a  barrage  of  enemy 
lines,  and  we  were  to  start  our  ad¬ 
vance  at  6  a.m. 

All  was  quiet  during  the  evening; 
but  a  slow  drizzle  began  to  fall  about 
midnight,  adding  misery  to  the  appre¬ 
hension  of  the  troops.  It  was  a 
sleepless  night. 

Promptly  at  5:30  the  first  salvo  of 
the  huge  2400-pound  shells  thundered 
above  us.  Their  passage  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  awesome  tearing  sound, 
similar  to  the  ripping  of  large  pieces 
of  canvas,  follow^  the  distant  ex- 


ny  l,.  itainer 

plosions  as  they  rained  destruction  on 
the  enemy  positions. 

Beginning  an  inspection  of  our  pla¬ 
toon,  I  had  advanced  about  100  yards 
to  my  right  when  a  graceful  arc  of 
tracer  buUets  lit  up  the  sky  from  a  dis¬ 
tant  hill. 

As  I  watched,  fascinated,  for  some 
unknown  reason  I  found  myself  back 
in  geometry  class  at  Meridian  High 
with  Miss  Ida  Kate  Smith  pointing  to 
me  and  saying,  “Little  Rainer  boy, 
stand  up  and  give  the  class  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  an  arc.” 

At  that  moment  my  walkie  talkie 
came  to  life  with  the  urgent  voice  of 
the  company  commander.  “Rebel, 
what  in  the  world  is  going  on  down 
there  . . .  have  you  started  a  private 
war!”  ^ 

I  advis^  him  that  it  was  apparent 
the  enemy  had  moved  up  during  the 
night  ancf  established  outposts  with 
machine  guns  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  away,  but  everything  would  be 
worked  out. 

It  was  then  that  I  first  noticed 
Dakota.  His  hands  were  trembling  as 
he  lay  next  to  his  foxhole,  and  his  eyes 
had  the  same  expression  as  those  of 
a  small  boy  bringing  his  sleeping  bag 
into  the  house  after  deciding  not  to 
spend  the  rest  of  the  night  in  a  darken¬ 
ed  backyard. 

“Lieutenant,”  he  said,  “I’m 
scared!” 

I  knelt  down  beside  him,  “Dakota, 
we  are  all  scared  ...  but  being  scared 
and  at  the  same  time  doing  what  we 
were  trained  to  do  is  the  best  way  to 
stay  alive  in  this  occupation.” 


His  eyes  softened  and  he  continued, 
“How  does  the  Lord’s  Prayw  begin?” 

Perhaps  it  was  the  tension  of  the 
moment,  but  for  some  reason  I 
replied:  “Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep, 
I  pray  the  Lord  my  soul  to  keep.” 

“Yeah,  yeah,  that’s  it,”  Dakota 
replied;  and  I  saw  his  lips  moving 
silently  as  I  turned  to  make  my  way 
back  to  the  center  of  the  platoon. 

On  the  way,  as  I  had  done  many 
times  since  landing  in  Normandy,  I 
began  my  own  prayer:  “Our  Father 
who  art  in  Heaven,  hallowed  be  thy 
name  . . .”  It  was  then  I  realized  I  had 
mislead  Dakota  with  the  first  two 
lines  of  the  childhood  prayer  most  of 
us  had  learned  in  Sun^y  School,  but 
I  decided  immediately  that  any 
prayer  was  appropriate  in  our 
situation. 

The  order  to  advance  was  given, 
and  I  was  relieved  to  see  among  the 
first  wave  a  tall  broad-shoulder^ 
soldier  with  fixed  bayonet.  That  had 
to  be  Dakota. 

Progress  was  easy  with  little 
resistance  during  the  morning  but  by 
late  afternoon  we  began  to  take  heavy 
casualties,  and  the  war  ended  sudden¬ 
ly  for  me  on  a  hillside  on  the  road  to 
St.  Lo. 

After  many  weeks  in  hospitals  in 
England  and  the  United  States  I  ar¬ 
rived  back  home  on  the  Southerner.  I 
felt  the  warmth  of  Meridian,  and  life 
was  good. 

Standing  on  the  cobblestones  in 
front  of  the  Union  station  I  look^ 
about  and  saw  the  familiar  silhouette 
of  the  Threefoot  Building  and  Lamar 


Hotel. 

I  often  pondered  the  fate  of  Dakota ; 
but,  having  no  idea  as  to  his  real 
name,  I  could  only  hazard  the  guess 
that  perhaps  he  was  dead  ...  or,  just 
as  likely,  now  outranked  me  and  \vas 
leading  his  own  command  as  the  war 
was  winding  down  in  Europe. 

A  merciful  God  dimmed  memories 
of  the  terror  of  the  battlefield  —  as  he 
does  with  most  combat  veterans  — 
and  I  found  myself  happy  in  my  new 
job  as  the  first  Lauderdale  County 
Veterans’  service  officer. 

Years  passed;  and  one  night,  as  I 
went  into  the  room  of  my  first-born 
son  to  admire  his  new  Cub  Scout 
uniform  and  then  tuck  him  into  bed, 
I  lingered  tp  Usten  to  his  prayers. 

He  began  his'‘prByer  with  the 
familiar  four  line  couplet  he  had 
learned  in  Sunday  School  at  First 
Baptist  Church; 

“Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep,  I  pray 
the  Lord  my  soul  to  keep  . . . .” 

I  turned  out  the  light  and  made  my 
way  to  my  own  bedroom  with 
memories  of  long  ago  flooding  my 
mind  and  hoped  against  hope  that 
somewhere  in  the  great  nortlwest  a 
tall,  blond  man  called  Dakota  was 
hearing  his  own  little  boy  complete 
that  prayer  with  “And  if  I  should  die 
before  I  wake,  I  pray  the  Lord  my  soul 
to  take.”  And,  turning  to  his  own  bed, 
remembering  that  dr^ry,  rainy  mor¬ 
ning  in  far  away  Normandy  and  the 
lieutenant  who  couldn’t  remember  the 
beginning  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

Leland  L.  Rainer  lives  in  Meridian. 
He  is  a  member  of  First  Church. 
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Baptists  dispute  government  claims 


to  properties  in  Israel 


By  Mike  Creswell 

JERUSALEM,  Israel  (BP)  —  Bap¬ 
tists  are  disputing  with  two  city 
governments  that  have  laid  claim  to 
parts  of  two  strategic  Baptist  proper¬ 
ties  in  Israel. 

Negotiations  with  government  of¬ 
fices  have  grown  more  tense  in  recent 
weeks  following  publication  of  articles 
in  two  major  Hebrew-language 
newspapers  which  express  strong 
criticism  of  Baptists. 

The  disputes  center  on  the  seizure 
of  land  occupied  by  Jerusalem  House, 
a  Baptist  ministry  center  near  the 


Mandelbaum  Gate  in  the  historic 
center  of  Jerusalem  and  of  land  at 
Baptist  Village,  a  retreat  and  con¬ 
ference  center  near  Ttel  Aviv.  The  two 
actions  apparently  are  unrelated. 

About  20  percent  of  Jerusalem 
House’s  land  will  become  part  of  a 
four-lane  road,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Baptist  Village  land  will  become  part 
of  a  trash  processing  center. 

Jerusalem  House  is  on  the  border 
of  Eastern  Jerusalem,  which  is  Arab, 
and  Western  Jerusalem,  which  is 
Jewish.  Nearby  Mandelbaum  Gate 
was  used  as  a  main  passageway  bet¬ 


ween  the  two  sectors  from  1948  to  1967. 
Included  in  Jerusalem  House  are  of¬ 
fices  for  Southern  Baptist  represen¬ 
tatives  and  meeting  rooms  used  for 
Vacation  Bible  Schools,  student 
ministry,  and  other  activities. 

The  city  wants  a  new  road  behind 
the  Jerusalem  House  building.  Much 
of  the  property  taken  would  be  from 
a  lot  behind  the  building  used  for 
children’s  ministry,  picnics  and  other 
functions.  It  includes  a  100-year-old 
house  once  occupied  by  Horatio  Spaf- 
ford,  author  of  the  song,  “It  Is  Well 
with  My  Soul.” 


Baptists  are  resigned  to  losing  the 
property  for  the  new  road,  which  is  a 
major  project  affecting  many  lan¬ 
downers  in  the  area.  But  they  object 
to  the  city  taking  the  property  without 
compensation.  'The  Jerusalem  House 
land  with  buildings  has  been  valued 
at  $2.2  million,  partly  because  of  its 
strategic  location  near  the  historic 
gate;  loss  of  20  percent  of  the  land 
would  involve  a  sizable  financial  loss, 
said  Southern  Baptist  representative 
John  Anthony. 

Another  objection  is,  that  several 
years  ago,  unknown  to  Baptists,  the  ci¬ 


ty  rezoned  part  of  the  property  for 
{commercial  use,  making  it  liable  to 
steep  annual  taxes.  The  front  part  of 
the  property,  containing  Jerusalem 
House,  remains  tax-exempt,  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  its  religious,  noncommercial 
nature. 

Articles  have  appeared  in  two 
leading  Hebrew-language  newspapers 
in  Jerusalem  which  contained  anti- 
Guistian  statements  highly  critical  of 
Baptists.  The  articles  accused  Bap¬ 
tists  of  trying  to  evade  taxes  and  alli¬ 
ed  they  are  planning  to  construct  a 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


mission 


groups 


Pictured  from  left  are  Andy  Calvert,  John  Works,  Joe  Cobb,  Tim  Muse,  David  Price, 
Chuck  Baggett,  Hugh  Freeze,  Kenny  McCollough,  Kenneth  McCammon,  David  Lee, 
and  Scott  Walters.  Not  pictured  is  Tom  McLaughlin. 
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Embassy  warns 


By  Mary  E.  Speidel 


Harold  Fisher 

Reception  will 
honor  Fisher 

E.  Harold  Fisher,  president  of  Blue 
Mountain  College,  will  be  honored  Ju¬ 
ly  28  with  a  reception.  The  public  is 
invited. 

The  reception  recognizes  Fisher’s 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


MANILA,  Philippines  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  were 
among  about  20  mission  groups  told 
by  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  that  they  could  be  targets  of  at¬ 
tacks  by  communist  guerrillas. 

Embassy  officials  told  missionaries 
that  the  New  Per^le’s  Army,  the  arm¬ 
ed  wing  of  the  Philippines’  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  had  reportedly  issued 
a  threat  to  an  American  missionary 
organization  July  3  in  Manila.  The 
organization  is  not  affiliated  with 
Southern  Baptists,  according  to  of¬ 
ficials  (rf  the  ^thern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  ’The  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  has  declined  to  identify  it. 


The  warning  came  during  a 
meeting  at  embassy  headquarters  in 
Manila  July  5  with  about  45  represen¬ 
tatives  of  American  missionary 
organizations  in  the  Philippines,  said 
Phillip  Anderson,  treasurer  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  mission,  o^niza- 
tion  of  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
in  the  country. 

Embassy  personnel  are  taking  the 
threat  seriously,  said  Sam  Walo^n, 
administrator  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
mission.  But  for  now,  at  least,  mission 
work  will  be  affected  only  minimally, 
with  missionaries  planning  to  stay  in 
place  and  projects  by  volunteers  from 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Youth  Night  will  feature  author 


Youth  conference  leader  and  author 
Jerry  Johnston,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Night,  which  takes 
place  Thursday, 
July  27,  at  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Coliseum 
in  Jackson. 

Johnston,  of 
Overland  Park, 
Kansas,  is  author 
of  The  Edge  of 
Evil:  the  Rise  of 
Satanism  in  North 
,  .  ,  America,  and  Why 

Johnston  Suicide?  What 

Parents  and  Teachers  Must  Know  to 
Save  our  Kids. 

The  program  begins  at  7  p.m.  but  at 
6:40,  there  will  be  a  mini-cOflcert  by 
Truth,  a  22-member  music  entourage. 
'The  group  plays  “middle  of  the  road 
style/contemporary  gospel,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  published  materials.  The 
group  has  performed  more  than  6,000 
concerts  in  20  years. 

Also  on  program  will  be  Doug 
Berky,  a  mime  from  Wake  Forest, 


N.C.  Called  “a  thinking  man’s  fool,”  by 
the  Raleigh  News  and  Observer. 
Berky’s  clowning,  juggling,  and  ac¬ 
ting  combine  to  offer  a  fresh  look  at 
the  impact  of  the  gospel  on  a 


person’s  life. 

Youth  Night,  which  annually  at¬ 
tracts  10,000  young  people  from  all 
over  the  state,  is  sjwnsored  by  the 
Mississii^  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Mississippi  students  will 
renovate  Leningrad  church 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Student 
Union  is  sending  10  students  and  two 
of  their  directors  to  Russia  July 
23-Aug.  9  with  cold  chisels  and  brick 
hammers. 

The  hand  tools  will  be  used  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  renovate  a  church  in 
Leningrad. 

This  first-of-a-kind  trip  is  designed 
to  turn  a  building  back  into  a  church. 
Built  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  the 
church  was  originally  a  branch  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church.  The 
building  closed  as  a  church  in  1983  and 
was  used  as  a  factory  until  last  year 
when  Baptists  gained  use  of  it.  Bap¬ 
tists  have  named  it  Temple  of  the 
(jlospel. 

The  Mississippi  group  is  the  fourth 
Baptist  student  group  from  the  States 
to  work  on  this  project.  They  were 
preceded  by  three  groups  from  Texas, 
Tennessee,  and  Alabama  and 
Kentucky. 

'The  students  are  hacking  off  old 
plaster  and  replacing  it.  ITey  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  homes  of  Russian  Baptist 
families  and  participating  in  worship 
services. 

Baptist  Press  news  service  reported 


that  the  Soviet  Baptists  said  the  pro¬ 
ject  marks  the  first  time  outsiders 
have  been  allowed  to  work  with  them 
on  such  a  basis. 

Cost  of  the  trip  for  the  students  is 
approximately  $1,400,  $550  of  which 
comes  from  voluntary  contributions 
through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union,  the  rest  to  be  raised  by  the 
volunteers  themselves. 

The  Mississippi  group  includes; 

David  Lee,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Columbia,  and  a  student  at 
Pearl  River  Community  College; 
Kenny  McCollough,  -  a  member  of 
Pinelake  Church,  Brandon,  and  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  University  of  Southern 
'Mississippi;  Chuck  Baggett,  a 
member  of  Belden  CTurch,  Belden, 
and  a  student  at  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege;  Hugh  Freeze,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Senatobia,  and  a  student  at 
Northwest  Mississippi  Community 
College;  Kenneth  McCammon,  a 
member  of  Colonial  Hills  Church, 
Southaven,  and  a  student  at  Nor¬ 
thwest  Mississippi  Community 
College; 

Andy  Calvert,  a  member  of 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Shackleford,  Martin  are  fired 

In  a  closed  door  session  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Executive 
Committee,  A1  Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin  were  flred  this  week  as  direc¬ 
tor  and  news  editor  of  Baptist  Press.  No  charges  were  brought.  Details 
were  worked  out  in  a  closed  door  meeting  by  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee’s  administrative  and  convention  arrangements  sub-committee  and 
the  Executive  Committee  itself.  More  details  next  week. 


Berky 


Truth 
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New  writers  begin 
lesson  commentaries 


Three  new  writers  on  July  1  began 
their  six  months  of  writi^  Sunday 
School  lesson  commentaries  for  the 
Baptist  Record.  They  are  Landers  E. 
(Lannie)  Wilboum,  pastor  of  Pinelake 
Church,  Brandon,  Bible  Book;  Bob 
Rogers,  pastor.  Calvary  Church, 
Gloster,  Uniform;  and  Jim  Smith, 
p^tor,  Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Meridian, 
Life  and  Work. 

Lannie  Wilboum,  Kosciusko  native, 
and  his  wife,  Kathy,  have  two  children, 
David  and  Joy. 

Wilboum  is  a  graduate  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  with  M.Div.  and  doctor  of 
ministries  degrees  from  the  latter.  He 
has  been  pastor  at  Pinelake  Church 
since  1977.  Before  that,  he  had  serv¬ 
ed  as  pastor  of  Big  Springs  Church, 
Brookhaven;  Shifalo  Memorial 
Church,  Kiln;  and  Crystal  Springs 
Church,  Tylertown.  In  1984,  Ik  to^ 
part  in  a  missions  project  in 
Argentina. 

James  Keith  (Jim)  Smith  is  a 
native  of  Philadelphia,  Miss.  He  and 
his  wife,  Lois  Adkins  Smith,  have  four 
children,  Stephen  Keith,  James 

It 


Michael,  Maria  Lara,  and  Philip 
Gipson. 

Smith  has  a  B.S.  degree  from 
Millsaps  College,  Jackson;  M.S. 
d^ree  from  University  of  Alabama, 
and  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Before  going  to  Mt.  Gilead  Church 
as  pastor,  he  served  First  CSiurch, 
Gautier,  as  minister  of  education  and 
outreach.  While  in  seminary,  he  was 
director  of  education,  part-time,  for 
First  Presbyterian  (Jhurch,  New 
Orleans.  In  1984-85,  he  was  interim 
pastor  for  Rocky  Springs  (Ihurch, 
Yazoo  (bounty. 

Robert  C.  (Bob)  Rogers  has  been 
pastor  of  (^alvaiy  Church,  Gloster, 
since  1967.  Previous  pastorates  had 
been  at  Fort  Adams  Mission,  Wood- 
ville;  Union  Church,  Roxie;  and 
Calhoun  Church,  Hot  Coffee 

Rogers  is  married  to  the  former 
Mary  Wade  of  Lake  They  have  two 
dau^ters,  Melissa,  6,  and  Lauren,  22 
months. 

He  was  graduated  from  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  in  1980.  From  New  Orleans, 
Seminary,  he  has  master  of  divinity 
and  doctor  of  theolc^  degrees. 


Mississippi  College  will 
host  a  ministers’  school 


Mississippi  College  will  host  a 
ministers’  school  for  pastors  and 
church  leaders  Aug.  9-11  on  campus. 
Reservations  are  now  being  accefged. 

!  The  three-day  school  is  geared  for 
pastors  and  all  staff  ministers,  bi- 
vocational  ministers,  associational 
directors,  and  chaplains. 

The  n  .listers’  school  is  being  of¬ 
fered  to  provide  an  inspirational  and 
worship  experience  that  will  renew 
pastors  and  church  leaders  for  Chris- 
tlM  ministry.  Additionally,  the  school 
offer  workshop  experiences  on 
biblical  preaching,  Januaiy  Bible 
Study  preview,  leadership  skill 
development,  counseling,  stress 
management,  authentic  worship,  and 
strategic  planning  for  the  single-staff 
ohurch. 

,  Housing  accommodations  will  be 
available  for  those  who  wish  to  stay 
ctn  campus  in  the  air-conditioned 
(^ter  Hall.  The  cost  will  be  $8  per 
night  for  double  occupancy  or  $16  for 
a  private  room/shared  bath.  On- 
campus  participants  will  have  to  fur¬ 
nish  their  own  linens,  pillows,  towels, 
wash  cloths,  and  other  personal  items. 
Rooms  will  be  paid  for  on  arrival. 

Meals  will  be  taken  in  the  Morrison- 
catered  cafeteria  on  campus  with  the 
Thursday  evening  banquet  and  the 
daily  refreshments  breaks  com¬ 
plimentary.  Other  meals  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  individually,  with  breakfast 
costing  $2.40  and  lunch  and  dinner 


$3.30  each. 

Among  the  program  personalities 
will  be  John  (j.  McCall,  head  of  the 
Department  of  Religion  and 
Philosophy  at  Mississippi  College  and 
pastor  emeritus  of  First  Ciiurch, 
Vicksburg;  Philips  R.  McCarty,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religion  at  the  college;  D.  G. 
McC^oury,  pastoral  ministries  consul¬ 
tant,  pastoral  leadership/administra¬ 
tion  section,  CJiurch  Administration 
Department,  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  Nashville,  'Tenn.;  Frank 
Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  selected  by  Time  magazine 
as  one  of  the  “seven  most  outstanding 
Protestant  preachers  in  America’’; 
Bradley  J.  Pope,  a  licensed  profes¬ 
sional  counselor  and  staff  counselor 
at  ’The  Shepherd’s  Staff  Counseling 
Center  in  Jackson;  Larry  K.  Salter, 
consultant  to  the  Church  Administra¬ 
tion/Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board;  Billy  E.  Simmons,  pastor  of 
New  'Testament  and  Greek  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary;  L.  Graham  Smith, 
director  of  the  Church  Music  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  MBCB;  and  Julius  C. 
Thompson,  director  of  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  of  the  MBCB. 

For  a  complete  schedule  and  reser¬ 
vations  form,  write  to  Ministers’ 
School,  Mississippi  College,  P.  0.  Box 
4185,  Clinton,  MS  39058  or  call  (601) 
925-3262. 


Chapman  visits  BSSB 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  President  Morris 
Chapman  predicted  times  of 
disagreement  in  the  denomination  are 
coming  to  an  end  and  called  for  in¬ 
creased  commitment  to  cooperative 
missions  and  reaching  the  world  for 
CSirist  during  participation  in  new 
trustee  orientation  at  the  Sunday 
School  Board  June  21-22. 

The  visit  was  Chapman’s  Hrst  to  an 
SBC  agency  since  his  June  12  election 
as  president  of  the  14.9-million- 
member  denomination.  As  president. 


Chapman  is  an  ex-officio  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  each  SBC 
agency. 

“I  come  to  you  today  to  say  I  affirm 
you  as  one  person  and  on  behalf  of 
Southern  Baptists,’’  Chapman,  whose 
wife,  Jodi,  just  completed  eight  ^rs’ 
service  as  a  tnist^  told  employees 
during  a  chapel  ser^ce. 

Board  President  Lloyd  Elder  ex- 
preued  appreciation  to  Chapman  for 
making  time  to  visit  the  boara  so  soon 
after  his  election. 


Alford  replaces 
Harris  as 
BSSB  trustee 

Ken  Alford,  pastor  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton,  has  been 
elected  a  trustee  of  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board,  SBC,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  He  replaces  Gerald  Harris, 
pastor  of  (hfonial  Heights  Church, 
Jackson,  who  accrated  the  pastorate 
of  Peachtree  C^ty  (^urch  near  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Ga. 

Alford  was  in  Nashville  June  21-22 
for  two  days  of  trustee  orientatioh. 

Alabama  elects 
new  executive 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP)  -  TVoy 
L.  Morrison  of  Montgomery,  Ala.  has 
been  elected  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  l-miUion-member  Alabama  Bap¬ 
tist  State  (invention. 

Morrison,  58,  was  elected  July  2  by 
the  125-member  Alabama  Baptist 
State  Board  of  Missions  at  a  called 
meeting. 

He  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  a 
search  committee  named  last 
September  to  seek  a  successor  to  A. 
Els^l  Potts  who  will  retire  Sept.  1, 1990, 
after  six  years  in  the  post.  The  com¬ 
mittee  was  headed  by  Gerald  H.  Lord 
of  Florence. 

Morrison  has  been  director  of 
church-minister  relations  for  the 
Alabama  Convention  since  1985. 
Before  going  to  the  board,  he  was 
pastor  of  Twelfth  Street  Church  in 
Gadsden,  for  17  years  (1968-1985). 
Previously,  he  was  pastor  of  churches 
in  Kentucky  and  Alabama. 

Morrison,  born  in  Jamestown, 
received  a  bachelor  of  science  degree 
from  Jacksonville  State  University, 
Jacksonville,  Ala.;  and  bachelor  of 
divinity,  master  of  divinity  and  doc¬ 
tor  of  ministries  degrees  from 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Morrison  has  served  on  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Alabama  convention  ex¬ 
ecutive  boards,  and  has  been  vice- 
president  of  the  Alabama  convention. 

He  is  first  vice  chairman  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Nepal’s  king 
frees  prisoners 

KATMANDU,  Nepal  (BP)  - 
Nepal’s  King  Birendra  has  granted 
amnesty  for  all  Nepalese  prosecuted 
for  religious  activities,  resolving  a 
lingering  question  in  Nepal’s  recent 
move  toward  democratic  reforms^  - 

A  royal  palace  statement  issura 
June  12  said  all  religious  prisoners 
would  be  released  and  all  charges 
against  people  awaiting  trial  for 
religious  activity  would  be  dropped. 

Although  not  specifically  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  announcement,  the  amnes¬ 
ty  will  mainly  benefit  Nepalese  Chris¬ 
tians  arrested  for  proselytizing  and 
people  who  convert^  to  (Christianity. 
Previously,  both  expressions  of  faith 
were  banned  by  Nepalese  law. 

'The  king’s  amnesty  will  free  29 
Nepalese  Christians  from  jails 
throughout  the  country.  Criminal 
charges  against  another  250  Chris¬ 
tians  will  be  dropped,  according  to  a 
government  spokesman. 

After  weeks  of  pro-democracy 
demonstrations  forced  King  Birendra 
to  enact  sweeping  governmental 
reforms  in  April,  Nepalese  Christians 
lobbied  the  new  interim  government 
for  the  release  of  religious  prisoners, 
an  international  Christian  human 
rights  delegation  also  petitioned 
Nepal’s  leadm  in  mid-Mav  to  release 
the  Christians  held  in  jails. 


Kenya,  at  halfway  point 

Crusade  nets  20,814 
converts,  24  churches 


By  Craig  Bird 


MOMBASA,  Kenya  (BP)  -  During 
the  first  half  of  the  Kenya  Chastal 
Crusade,  27  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  256  American 
volunteers  reported  20,814  “com¬ 
mitments  fcM*  Christ’’  and  organized 
24  churches  —  including  one  for  the 
deaf. 

“No  matter  what  the  future  holds 
we  can  say,  because  of  these  two 
weeks,  at  least  one  time  in  our  lives 
we  saw  what  God  can  really  do,”  said 
Ralph  Bethea,  a  Southern  Bap^t 
church  developer  in  Mombasa,  (hiring 
a  July  8  wrap-up  rally  for  the  first 
group  of  volunteers. 

A  se<x>nd  team,  including  a  group 
from  McHTison  Heights  Church,  Clin¬ 
ton,  arrived  July  9  for  the  final  two 
weeks  of  what  has  b^n  called  one  of 
Southern  Baptists’  largest  volunteer 
evangelistic  projects. 

Neither  an  isolated  rock-throwing 
incident  at  a  preaching  site  nor 
unrelated  pcilitical  unrest  in  the  east 
Africa  nation  has  affected  the 
crusade. 

Also  at  the  rally  volunteers  gave  ap¬ 
proximately  $1,500  and  pledged  $8,500 
over  the  next  four  months  to  fund  a 
follow-up  push  to  ground  the  new  con¬ 
verts  in  the  Christian  faith. 

“We’ve  had  a  lot  of  victories,  but 
we’ve  created  a  lot  of  problems,  too  — 
more  than  20,000  of  them,”  James  T. 
Draper  told  the  volunteers.  Draper, 
who  spearheaded  the  Kenya  Coastal 
Crusade,  is  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Euless,  Teams,  and  a  former  SBC 
president. 

“One  of  the  valid  criticisms  of 
evangelistic  efforts  like  this  and  a 
reason  some  folks  react  with  less  than 
enthusiasm  is  the  lack  of  follow-up,” 
Draper  explained.  “We  have  conserv¬ 
ed  some  of  the  gains  —  there  are  24 
new  Baptist  churches  in  Kenya.  But 
there’s  an  obvious  need  to  help  these 
new  Christians  to  mature  as  believers 
after  they  pray  the  sinner’s  prayer.” 


lb  address  that  issue  Billie  Hanks, 
a  well-known  discipleship  seminar 
leader  and  evangelist  in  the  United 
States,  met  with  Kenya  missionaries 
to  devel(q;>  a  follow-up  strategy  and 
Held  test  it. 

‘We  think  for  about  50  cents  a  per¬ 
son  we  can  Hnance  a  pro^m  of 
training  and  disdpieship  that  includes 
two  small  tract  booklets,  12  lessons  of 
the  Bible  Way  correspondence  study, 
and  a  14  week  series  of  Bible  studies 
llirb^  Kenyan  Christians,”  Hanks 
explained. 

“So  we’d  like  to  ask  you  to  pay  for 
it.  If  every  volunteer  could  pay  $40, 
spread  out  over  four  months  If  you 
like,  then  the  Kenya  mission  can  ad¬ 
vance  the  funds  and  be  reimbursed.” 
The  suggestion  was  accepted  by 
acclamation. 

Part  of  the  money  will  make  it 
possible  for  Kenyan  pasUxs  who  serv¬ 
ed  as  translators  for  the  volunteer 
teams  to  go  into  the  areas  where  th^ 
worked  and  contact  the  new  Chris¬ 
tians  personally.  Pastors  will 
distribute  the  tracts  and  Bible  Way 
application  forms  and  lead  Bible 
studies  in  rural  areas. 

The  tracts,  in  Swahili  or  English, 
are:  “B^inning  With  Christ”  and 
“Beginning  Your  Life  of  Fellowship.” 
Bible  Way  is  a  Southern  Baptist  cor¬ 
respondence  program  which 
originated  in  Zambia  but  now  has 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  students 
around  the  world. 

The  volunteers  were  also  challeng¬ 
ed  to  look  upon  their  African  ex¬ 
periences  as  a  starting  piiint. 

“We’re  loading  these  missionaries 
beyond  belief,”  said  Bob  Gements,  a 
Foreign  Mission  Board  trustee  and 
evan^list  from  Austin,  Texas.  “I  can’t 
help  but  believe  there  are  people  here 
tonight  that  God  wants  to  call  out  as 
career  missionaries.” 

Bird  writes  for  FMR 


Kenya’s  President  Moi 
meets  Chapman,  Draper 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  (BP)  —  Morris 
Chapman,  recently  elected  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  a  former  SBC  president,  James 
T.  Draper  Jr,  met  with  Kenya’s  head 
of  state  Daniel  T.  arap  Moi  for  30 
minutes  July  12. 

'The  two  Americans,  in  Kenya  to 
participate  with  Southern  Baptist 
volunteers  in  an  evangelistic  crusade 
in  Mombasa  and  other  coastal  cities, 
thanked  Moi  for  his  part  in  creating 
a  responsive  spiritual  climate  in  the 
country,  shared  information  about 
Southern  Baptist  involvement  in 
Kenya  and  prayed  for  him  as  leader 
of  the  nation. 

Moi  expressed  his  appreciation  of 
Southern  Baptists’  “gmt  emphasis 
on  reaching  unbelievers,”  since  often, 
“Christians  get  caught  up  in 
trivialities.” 

Chapman,  pastcx*  oi  First  Church  in 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  said  the  half 
hour  visit  was  ‘h  most  positive  ex¬ 
perience  for  us.  Be<mu8e  of  his 
background,  the  president  readily 
identified  with  our  heartbeat.  He 
spoke  favorably  of  Southern  Baptists 


and  then  went  on  to  speak  of  his  own 
church  and  his  love  for  the  Lord.”  Moi 
is  a  highly  visible  member  of  the 
African  Inland  Church,  an 
evangelical,  Protestant  denomination. 

A  letter  of  introduction  for  C^p- 
man  and  Draper  from  'Ibm  Jones,  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  Baptist  Mission  of 
Kenya,  informed  Moi  that  Kenya  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  baptized  more  than 
47,000  people  in  1989.  It  also  said  the 
number  of  churches  has  increased 
from  650  to  more  than  1,600  in  less 
than  five  years. 

During  the  past  three  years, 
Southern  Baptists,  through  the 
Foreign  Mission  Boa^  have  invested 
almost  $4.3  million  in  programs  for 
Kenya,  not  includii^  salary  and  sup¬ 
port  fuiida  for  115  missionaries  assign¬ 
ed  >to  Kenya. 

At  die  end  of  the  session  with  Moi, 
Chapman  asked  if  it  would  be  ap¬ 
propriate  to  pray.  Moi  agreed.  He 
“thanked  God  for  the  opportunity 
Southern  Baptists  have  to  witness  in 
Kenya,  for  the  strong  Christian 
witness  already  in  the  country,  and  for 
divine  wisdom  for  Kenyals  prKident.” 
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WMU  sponsors  Chicago  project 

A  group  of  five  Mississippi  Baptists  will  participate,  July  21-28,  in  a  trip  to  Chicago 
for  Christian  missions.  Th^  will  work  at  Uptown  Baptist  Church,  Chicago,  in  Backyard 
Bible  Clubs,  in  feeding  the  homeless,  and  ministering  at  nursing  homes  and  halNvay 
houses.  The  trip  is  sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  Pictured  are  participants,  from  left.  Opal  Graves  and  Mary  Jo  Irr- 
gram  of  Meadville,  members  of  Providence  Church;  l^iye  and  CA  Saiiders  of  Siayden, 
members  of  Siayden  Church;  and  Frances  Downs  of  Shaw,  a  member  of  Linn  Church. 

Dilday  clarifies 
N.O.  statements 

FOtn*  WORTH,  Thxas  (BP)  —  A  the  same  concern  the  Peace  Ctunipit- 


ments  made  during  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  New  Orleans  has 
been  issued  bv  Russell  Dilday,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Soutnwestem  Seminary  in 
FVmI  Worth,  Tfexas. 

Dilday  s^  the  statement  is  intend¬ 
ed  as  a  respmise  to  “persons  who 
misinterpreted  my  intention  in  the 
comments  I  made  in  answer  to  a 
question  during  the  Wednesday  mor¬ 
ning  session  (June  13)  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.” 

The  seminary  president  said  he  has 
received  “a  strong  respmise  of  en¬ 
couragement  from  across  the  conven¬ 
tion.”  However,  “thoe  have  also  been 
numerous  letters  and  calls”  fitun 
Southern  Baptists  who  have  asked  fm* 
a  clariflcation. 

Dilday’s  origiral  comments  came 
during  a  question  from  messenger 
Michael  Haley  of- Lakeland,  Fla.,  who 
said  be  overheard  a  |»ess  interview 
in  which  Dilday  referred  to  actions  in 
the  SBC  as  “Satanic  and  evil.” 

In  his  clariHcation,  Dilday  said  the 
comment  —  “that  crass,  secular 
political  methodology  us^  in  the 
takeovn*  of  the  convention  these  p^t 
12  years  has  satanic  and  evil  quahties 
to  which  I  am  desperately  opposed” 
—  was  “only  one  response  I  ^ve  to 
many  questions  from  reporters  in  a 
hallway  interview.” 

The  statement  of  clarification  con¬ 
tinues,  “For  12  )^rs  I  have  publicly 
denounced  political  activity  on  both 
sides  in  the  convention  as  contrary  to 
our  biblical  mandate  My  statement 
to  reporters  in  New  Orleans  was  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  say  again  that  political  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  Lord’s  work  is  wrong.  It 
has  engendered  a  decade  oi  hostility 
which  in  turn  threatens  Bold  Mission 
Thrust,  damages  missions  and 
evangelism,  weatens  our  testimoiiy  to 
the  l«t  work),  and  divides  not  only  the 
SBC,  but  state  conventions,  assdcia- 
tions,  churches,  friends,  and  even 
families.” 

Dilday  said  his  statement  in  New 
Orleans  “was  an  attempt  to  express 
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Moderates  set  Atlanta  meet 
to  frame  alternate  funding 


political  activity  in  the  amvention  at 
the  present  time  creates  distrusL 
diminisbes  our  ability  to  do  missions 
and  evangelism,  is  df^rimental  to  our 
influence  and  impedes  our  ability  to 
serve  our  Lord.’  ” 

Dilday  referred  to  Matthew  16:23, 
explaining,  “when  we  use  the  wa^  of 
the  wwld  not  the  ways  <rf  God,  we 
become  satanic;  we  beccnne  stumbl¬ 
ing  blocks  to  his  woiii.  The  Bible  says 
G^’s  people  should  renounce 
‘disgraceful,  underhanded  ways,  and 
refi^  to  practice  cunning  (2  Corin¬ 
thians  4:2),’  ”  Dilday  wrote. 

‘Tt  is  my  belief  that  no  matter  how 
noble  a  cause  may  be,  we  must  not  use 
unrighteous  meteods  to  accomplish 
that  cause  The  end  never  justifies  the 
means,”  Dilday  said  in  the  clarifica¬ 
tion.  “Therefore,  political 
methodology  cm  aqv  side  is  wron^.” 

In  the  section  oi  the  statement  titl¬ 
ed  ‘Apology,”  Dilday  said  “it  is  ob¬ 
vious  to  me  now  that  ^tanic  and  evil’ 
have  *different  connotations  to  dif¬ 
ferent  hearers,  and  that  mv  choice  of 
words  blurred  the  inteit  of  my  state¬ 
ment,  leading  some  to  assume  I  had 
labeM  fellow  believers  as  satanic. 

“That  was  not  my  intention,  and  if 
my  statement  was  so  perceived,  I  am 
truly  sorry.” 

Dilday  said  he  wanted  Southern 
Baptists  to  understand  that  “I  did  not 
call  the  conservative  movement  in  the 
convention  satanic  I  am  a  theological 
conservative  and  I  am  as  determin¬ 
ed  as  anyone  to  preserve  our 
denomination’s  longstanding  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Bible  as  God’s  perfect 
word.  I  did  not  speak  in  judgment  of 
persons  or  motives  —  only 
methodologies  and  strategies  that 
have  been  used  by  both  contending 
groups.” 

The  statement  further  state^  “I  cer- 
tainl/  did  not  want  to  contribute  to 
furthv  erosion  of  our  effectiveness  in 
missions  and  evangelism,  >»1iich  is  the 
very  danger  I  have  spoken  against 
thew  past  12  years.” 


Moderate/conservative  leaders 
within  the  Southern  Baptist  (Conven¬ 
tion  have  called  a  national  meeting, 
to  be  held  in  Atlanta  Aug.  23-25,  to 
draft  an  alternate  funding  plan  for 
those  dissatisfled  with  the  way  the 
SBC  Ebcecutive  Committee  divide  the 
SBC  Cooperative  Program  budget. 

The  meeti^  was  called  for  by 
Daniel  Vestal  in  New  Orleans  in  June, 
the  day  after  be  lost  the  SBC  {vesiden- 
tial  election  to  Morris  (Chapman  of 
Wichita  Falls,  'fexas.  Vestal  is  pastor 
of  Dunwoody  (Church  in  Atlanta. 

The  Aug.  23-25  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Shmton  Atlanta  Airpcxl  Hotel, 
beginni^  at  1  p.m.  on  Thursday  and 
adjomming  at  noon  on  Saturday.  All 
sessions  will  be  open  to  the  public. 

Vestal  was  join^  in  the  announce¬ 
ment  (rf  the  Atlanta  meeting  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  conunittee  of  Baptists  Com¬ 
mitted  to  the  SBC.  That  committee 
met  in  Dallas,  Ibxas,  July  12-13,  along 
with  leaders  oi  the  Southern  Baptist 
Alliance  and  SBC  TODAY,  to  plan  the 
Aug.  23-25  sessim  in  Atlanta. 

Vestal  toM  those  meeting  in  Dallas : 
“We  don’t  envision  another  political 
network  to  promote  a  presidential 
candidate  in  Atlanta  in  1991.  We  are 
not  out  to  create  a  new  demnnination. 

“We  just  want  to  get.on  with  the 
kingdom,  with  likemmded  peofrie  We 
need  to  come  together,  to  talk  about 


sions  in  the  future,  in  keeping  with 
histwic  (Christian  and  Baptist  prin¬ 
ciples.” 

The  group  which  met  in  Dallas  will 
make  four  ipajor  proposals  in  Atlan¬ 
ta.  One  is  that  an  alternate  fund^ 
mechanism  be  put  in  place  im¬ 
mediately,  so  churches  unha|^  with 
SBC  buditet  allocations  will  have  an 
optional  vehicle  fw  the  SBC  portimi  oi 


By  Jack  U.  Harwell 
their  Cooperative  Program  gifts.  It 
will  be  recommended  that  thte  alter¬ 
nate  funding  mechanism  be  based  in 
Atlanta,  throu^  the  trust  department 
of  a  bank,  with  full  accountability. 
Respected  SBC  leaders  will  be 
nominated  as  trustees  of  the  fund. 

The  second  pnq^osal  will  be  an  in¬ 
terim  budget  for  division  of  funds 
received  t^ugh  the  alternate  fun¬ 
ding  prt^ram.  Those  attending  the 
August  meeting  in  Atlanta  will  share 
in  drafting  percentage  divisions  for 
that  bwlget. 

A  third  proposal  will  be  a  structure 
for  a  new  fellowship  to  give  ongoing 
leadership  to  those  who  support  the 
fellowship.  Several  names  luve  been 
suggested  for  the  new  they  will 

be  presented  for  vote  in  Au^t. 

It  is  being  recommence  that 
whatever  fellowship  grows  out  of  the 
Atlanta  meeting  include  t^resen- 
tatives  of  Baptists  (Conunite  to  the 
SBC,  Southern  Baptist  Alliance,  SBC 
TODAY,  SBC  Women  in  Ministry,  SBC 
Forum,  and  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
the  SBC. 

A  fourth  reconunendation  wiU  be 
that  an  executive  committee  be 
creae  to  for  a  national  convoca¬ 
tion  next  Spring,  to  recommend  ongo¬ 
ing  budgets,  pro£pmns,  and  structures 
beyond  1991.  - 

Jinuny  Allen  will  join  Daniel  Vestal 


iniTTisnirTiTl 


in  Atlanta.  Allen  is  president  of  Bap¬ 
tists  Conunitted  to  the  SBC.  He  was 
one  erf  the  last  SBC  presidents  elected 
before  the  fundamental/conservative 
takeover  beun  in  1979. 

Allen  told  the  group  meeting  in 
Dallas  in  July:  “Our  agenda  is  open. 
The  blackboard  is  blank  at  tte  mo¬ 
ment.  We  want  input  from  concerned 
moderat^conservative  Baptists 


across  the  country.  The  Aug.  2S^ 
meeting  will  be  (^n  to  everyeme.  We 
have  no  closed  doors  or  hidden  agen¬ 
das.”  I 

Allen  added:  “There  is  a  tremiw- 
dous  surge  of  energy  and  interest,  ^aod 
hundreds  of  ideas,  frmn  moderateaidl 
over  the  country.  All  kinds,  t.of 
meetings  are  already  going  on, 
related  to  division,  restriction,  d(^ 
tion,  escrowing,  or  slashing 
Cooperative  Program  funds  gmng  to 
SBC  offlees  in  Nashville  We  hc^  our 
gathering  in  Atlanta  in  August  vfill 
give  some  unity  and  vision,  to  get  this 
energy  and  th^  ideas  on  the  same 
track.”  >' 

Vestal  said  in  Dallas:  “Some  of  us 
have  been  grieving  fu'  12  years.  It’s 
time  now  to  get  on  with  it  I  have  a  lot 
of  urgency,  a  lot  of  )m^  and  a  little 
bit  of  anticipation  ...  I  have  come  to 
trust  Providence  ...  I  have  cmne  to 
trust  pe<^le  ...  I  am  trusting  our 
process. 

“Our  personal  spirits  and  our  in¬ 
stitutional  spirits  were  broken  in  New 
Orleans.  In  our  brokenness,  we  can 
become  angry,  we  can  withdraw,  or 
we  can  deny.  But  I  think  we  are  ripe 
for  God  to_use  us  in  creating 
something  iww  and  visionary  and 
historic.” 

Vestal  said:  “I’m  scared.  I’m  uncer- 


feit^  and  I  telieve  God  will  bless  us.' 

Any  questions  about  the  August 
meeting  in  Atlanta  should  be  address¬ 
ed  to  Jimmy  Allen  at  P.  0.  Box  100611, 
Fort  Worth,  TX  76185;  phone 
817-735-1640;  or  to  Baptists  Committed 
to  the  SBC,  P.  O.  Box  56386,  Houston, 
TX  772S6;  phone  713-520-0221. 

Harwell  is  editor,  SBC  Today. 


Virginia  committees  will  provide 
choice  for  funding  ministries 


Mississipppi  Baptist  activities 

July  23-27  Super  Summer;  Mississippi  College;  1  pm.,  23rd-3  pm.,  27th  (DT) 
July  27  Youth  Night;  Mississippi  (foliseum,  Jackson;  6:40-9  pm.  (PD) 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Members 
of  two  key  Vir^nia  Baptist  commit¬ 
tees  have  agn^  to  provide  a  “clear 
choice”  for  Virginia  churches  to  fund 
ministries  in  their  state  and  beyond. 

The  agreement,  reached  at  a  joint 
meeting  June  28  of  the  Baptist 
General  Association  of  Virginia’s 
budget  committee  and  denomina¬ 
tional  crisis  committee,  would  permit 
churches  to  choose  between  two 
budget  (^ons  in  1991. 

The  joint  meeting  was  sparked  by 
the  decisive  victory  of  conservatives 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  New  Orleans 
June  12-14. 

Virginia  moderates,  long 
dissatisfied  with  the  national 
denomination’s  rightward  tilt,  have 
discussed  alternative  funding  pro¬ 
cedures  for  several  years,  and  many 
observers  expected  a  module  loss  in 
June  to  generate  alternate  proposals. 

Budget  committee  chairperson 
Mary  Wilson  of  McLean  anticipated 
reaction  prior  to  the  SBC  by  calling  a 
meeting  of  her  panel  for  June  28. 
Following  the  SBC  annual  meeting, 
BGAV  Pi^ident  Raymond  L.  Spence 
Jr.  of  Richmond  asked  the  crisis  com¬ 
mittee  to  join  them. 

Althou^  the  decisiem  to  [Hovide  two 
budgets  is  not  binding  on  the  budget 
committee,  it  does  give  the  commit¬ 
tee  “a  sense  of  direction”  in  propos- 
ins  Vireinia  Baptists’  ministry  budget 
for  1991,  said  BGAV  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  Reginald  M.  McDonough. 


Discussion  at  the  June  28  meeting 
focused  on  the  pc^ibility  of  (voviding 
at  least  two  o^ons  for  churches  as 
channels  for  their  missions 
contributions. 

The  standard  plan  —  variously  call¬ 
ed  Option  A,  the  traditional  (dan  or  the 
SBC  plan  —  generally  leaves  intact 
the  Cooperative  Program  budget  for¬ 
mat  as  it  has  operated  for  several 
years. 

Although  the  division  between 
Virginia  and  SBC  causes  might  be 
changed  —  currently  62  percent  of  the 
$16.3  million  budget  supi^rts  Virginia 
ministries  and  38  percent  funds 
Southern  Baptist  causes  —  the  SBC 
portion  would  be  distributed  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  formula  approved  by  the 
SBC  in  June. 

The  revised  plan  —  also  called  Op¬ 
tion  B  or  the  Virginia  plan  —  would 
reduce  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
SBC  portion  of  the  budget  by  percen¬ 
tages  to  be  determined  by  the  budget 
committee. 

In  addition,  the  SBC  portion  would 
fund  only  selected  ministries,  deleting 
agencies  and  institutions  which 
moderates  do  not  feel  theycanin  good 
conscience  support.  The  Christian 
Life  Commission  and  Southeastern 
Seminary,  both  now  headed  by  con¬ 
servatives,  were  mentioned  as 
possibilities  by  participants  at  the 
meeting. 

The  SBC  portion  of  the  revised  plan 
would  include  contributions  for  the 


Baptist  Joint  C(xnmittee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  whose  budget  was  slashed  by 
more  than  $340,000  by  the  SBC  in  June. 

SBC  guidelines  stipulate  that  if  a 
church  contributes  funds  to  the  na¬ 
tional  Cocnerative  Program  while  re¬ 
questing  that  a  pwtion  of  the  funds  be 
withheld  for  one  or  mwe  causes  in  the 
SBC  budget,  all  the  church’s  contribu¬ 
tions  automaticallv  become 
designated  receipts  and  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  Cooperative  Program  funds. 

However,  that  does  not  affect  a 
church’s  messenger  status  in  the  SBC:, 
according  to  BGAV  Treasurer 
Nathaniel  Kellum.  A  church  gains 
messengers  on  the  basis  of  contilbo- 
tions  to  any  SBC  cause,  not  solely  on 
the  basis  of  undesignated  contribu¬ 
tions,  he  said. 

That  policy  contrasts  with 
Virginia’^,  under  which  messengers  to 
the  state’s  annual  meeting  are  nased 
on  undesignated  Cooperative  Pro- 
^m  receipts  alone.  There  is  a 
limited  participation  or  negative 
designation  provision  which  permits 
churches  to  withhold  funds  from 
selected  Virginia  causes  if  they 
choose  to  do  so. 

The  native  desi^tion  policy  will 
remain  in  effect  if  the  two  budget 
tions  are  adopted,  providing  in  effect 
a  third  option  for  churches  who  wish 
to  design  their  own  patterns  of  giving. 

(This  story  was  written  by  Juliaa 
Pentecost  and  Robert  Dilday  of  the 
Religious  Herald,  newjournal  of  tbe 
BGAV.) 


Letters  to  the  editor 


sq;>araDon  Of  ciHircn  ana  siaie  issues:  f^olltical  reasons 
which  generally  allow  extreme 
license  for  the  state  and  limited  libo'-  Editor: 

ty  fw  the  Church.  I  am  struck  by  the  ingratitude 

I  believe  the  inerrant  Scripture  we  shown  by  Southmi  Baptist  fiindamen- 
both  profess,  clearly  teac^  that  talists  in  New  Orleans  toward  the 
what  Israel  failed  to  do  (bring  about  Baptist  Joint  Conunittee  on  Public  Af- 
a  godly  nation  under  a  rigid  fairs  (BJC).  They  cut  the  BJC’s 
theocracy)  Ch^t  will  surely  do  whm  bu^rt  by  87  percent,  took  away  its 
he  brings  about  a  world  ^  nations  religious  liberty  function  (as  far  as 
under  a  rigid  theocracy.  And  then,  the  SBC  is  concerned)  and  gave  it  ^ 
with  or  without  you  or  me,  Christ  and  tl»  $300,000  budget  to  the  Christian 
his  saints  will  reign  and  those  who  Lif®  Commission  (CU2)  to  set  up  a 
wish  to  ‘yo  their  own  thing”  will  not  dupUcative  (^leration  in  Washington, 
like  it.  This  represents  small  thanks  for 

Bob  Wells  the  landmark  Ek]ual  Access  legisla- 

Hazlehurst  tion  which  the  BJC  suppwted  in  Con¬ 

gress  in  1984  and  saw  through  a 
recently  successful  Supreme  Ckairt 
test  case.  The  legislation  allows  high 
schoolers  to  have  “equal  access”  to 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  30«  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  mnst  be  reserved  ^ 
ander  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 

necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  sUff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed  j  . .  y.  .  .  , 

letters  wiU  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld,  statement  in  the  editorial  of  May  10 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor.  namely,  “We  have  been  thmiigh  the 

^  ,  ¥T  1  j  revolution,  and  circumstances  have 

DOM  search  Unpopular,  dangerous  changed.  For  better  or  worse,  we  are 

gjjtor-  Editor*  different.  The  revolution  is  over.  The 

The  Search  Committee  for  the  It  is  a  law  of  editorial  life  that  times 

Metro-E)ast  Association  is  ready  to  come  when  impopular  and  even  ^ 

receive  recommendations  and/or  ap-  dangerous  stands  have  to  be  taken.  I 
plicati<ms  for  the  position  of  director  congratulate  you  for  the  courage  to 

of  missions.  We  would  appreciate  your  take  what  now  appears  to  be  a  minwi-  about.  It  see^  to  me^t  Uie  bid 
including  t^  foUowing  announcmnent  ty  stance  within  our  troubled  conven-  have  takra  rad^gain  what 

in  one  (Jthe  next  few  publications  of  tion.  A  friend,  Charles  Fake  of  FBC  ^  ^  ^ 

your  paper.  Rockport,  showed  me  your  editorial  BAle-behevmgpeop  e  had  no  other 

The  Director  of  Missions  Search  written  before  the  last  convention.  I  ^*®®  ®”®  made 

Committee  invites  reconunendations  appreciate  your  mentioning  that 
and/or  applications  for  theposition  of  “frightening”  possibility  of 

DirecUn*  of  Missions  of  the  Metro-  reconstructionism  agendas  in  the  m^n  when  they 

East  Baptist  Association  (MEBA),  future  I  think  we  can  rest  assured 

with  offices  at  15  Longacre  Drive,  there  are  some  long-range  plans 

Fail-view  Heights,  IL.  These  should  be  which  reach  beyond  the  makeover  of 

by  letter  to  the  committee  and  our  SBC.  SfiS 

directed  to  the  chairman:  Dr.  Lloyd  Thanks  for  your  courage  which  is 

Jones,  First  Baptist  Church,  1111  E.  obviously  driven  by  some  conviction, 

Highway  50,  O’Fallon,  IL  62268.  Hease  I  just  pray  that  men  like  yourself  will  j'®???  they  haw  gotten  tetter, 
send  a  current  resume.  Darrell  not  get  so  weary  of  ^he  battle  as  to 

Atkins,  David  Fannin,  Wendell  Gar-  give  up  I  know  it  is  ea  <y  for  me  to  say  wwvenaon  ow  to  to  peoj^  it 

risen,  Ruthie  Laurie,  Eugene  Leftwich  this  from  the  safety  ot  a  sympathetic 

and  Richard  Mullan  are  also  on  the  and  understanding  pastorate. 

committee.  MEBA  is  comprised  of  45  God  bless  you  and  keep  you 

churches  and  missions  to  KXithwest  penning.  r 

Illinois  to  the  St.  Louis  metropolitan  Dale  Pogue 

area  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Ihft,  Texas 

Resp(Misibilities  include  supervision 

of  the  directors  of  Church  Develop-  Thanks  for  facts  Sai^Yo^tevTS^s^SedTate 

ment,  Christian  Social  Ministries,  oia^  ana 

Black  Church  Relations,  and  a  Chris-  Editor:  cme-si^  in  editon^  TOt  for  a 

tian  Activity  Center  We  thank  you  for  your  courageous  time  I  wouldn  t  even  read  them. 

Thank  you  for  helping  us  to  get  the  presentation  of  the  facts  regarding  the  Sir,  I  tew  b^  a  pastor  for  30 
word  out  that  we  arewarchTO  Baptist  Joint  Committee  years,  out  where  the  rubber  meets  the 

Ll«dRjJ«rSSS?  N^a  printed  word  was  wasted.  Wte  road,  and  I  would  like  to  read  my  Bap- 

First  Baptist  Church  “Y  this  to  the  confidence  that  when  tlit  Record  and  feel  good  after  I  read 

©•FalloiLm  you  trust  the  Lord  and  teU  people  the  it  God’s  Word  never  changes  and  you 

truth.  Baptists  will  ultimately  do  the  shouldn’t  be  running  with  those  that 
“Dividing  too  lone”  right  thing.  are  trying  to  change  it.  Pray  about  it. 

We  are  convinced  that  Southern  for  we  must  all  sti^  before  the  Judg- 
Eklitor:  Baptists  as  a  whole  beliew  profoundly  ment  Seat  of  Christ. 

The  Southcira  Baptist  Conventioa  to  the  separation  of  church  and  state  A.  C.  Gore 

has  been  divided  for  too  long,  and  support  vigorously  the  prtocipl-  Mantee,  MS 


No  outside  agency 

Eklitor: 

In  your  pre-conwntion  editorial  on  school  premises  after  hours  fw  Bible 
June  7, 1990,  you  made  among  otter  club  meetings  if  other  clubs  and  ac- 
potots,  the  following:  tivities  are  also  permitted  to  meet. 

1.  liie  authority  of  the  Bible  is  This  is  a  major  step  toward  restor- 

uniwrsally  believed  by  all  Southern  tog  an  (M-ganiz^  Christian  witness  on 
Baptists.  pttolic  school  property  that  meets  the 

2.  Possibly  reconstnictionism  is  requirements  (tf  chuitto-state  separa- 

behind  the  SBC  ‘takeover”  (your  tion.  We  should  a[mlaud  the  BJC  for 
term)  effort.  its  role  in  this  significant 

3.  There  is  an  effort  to  remove  the  achievement, 

only  bulwark  against  reconstruc-  Once  I  thought  that  differences  owr 

tionism,  the  BJCPA,  from  Southern  school  prayer  were  largely  what  rais- 
Baptist  life  ed  funtementalist  ire  with  the  BJC. 

First,  at  least  one  messenger  made  Now  to  my  sunH-ise,  I  read  to  the 
a  point  of  inquiry  (rf  the  cteimum  on  Virginia,  Religious  Herald  June  21, 
nominations  regarding  how  maiQr  1990,  p.  5)  that  CLC  head  Richard 
nominees  belong^  to  the  faction  that  Land  “supports”  the  1962  and  1963 
did  not  beliew  to  a  literal  Adam  and  Supreme  Court  decision  banning  of- 
Eve,  nor  to  miracles,  nor  that  BiUical  ficially  sponsored  school  prayers.  So 
books  were  written  by  the  stated  au-  what  was  the  fuss  all  about?  Iliis 
thors,  nor  TOt  the  historical  narra-  l^ves  me  with  the  suspicion  that  BJC 
tives  to  scripture  were  accurate  and  budget-cutting  to  New  Orleans  was 
reliable,  after  that  messenger  inew-  done  for  political  reasons,  because  the 
rectly  stated  that  the  Peace  Comnut-  fundamentalists  can’t  control  the 
tee  recommoided  that  such  faction  BJC,  nor  dictate  their  resolutions  to  it. 
should  be  included  to  the  nomination  Oearly,  giving  the  bulk  of  the  BJC’s 
process.  budgettoantoeiqierieocedCLCtodo 

Second,  one  reconstruction  is  the  same  job  is  poor  stewardship  of 
enough  for  any  S(JUTHERN  Baptist;  Cooperative  Prt^ram  ^eriiigs.  To 
I  shudder  at  the  idea  of  another,  but  redress  this  wrong,  churches  should 
if,  as  I  read  one  critic  from  feel  free  to  designate  1  percent  of 
moderate  camp  write,  Christian  their  (^oc^ierative  Program  giving  to 
Reconstnictioaists  argue  that  our  the  BJC  so  that  it  may  continue  to 
laws  should  be  based  on  Old  Testa-  represent  all  Baptists  to  the  vital  area 
ment  law,  ie.,  laws  against  murder,  of  religious  libe^  and  chur^-state 
burglary,  rape,  abortion,  wife  abuse,  separation, 
etc.;  if  we  could  ^  past  the  term,  it%  Hugh  W.  Olds,  Jr. 

something  we  mi^t  consider!  Alexandria,  VA 

Third,  if  we  need  any  outside  agen-  _  ... 
cy,  be  it  the  BJCPA  or  the  National  „  ...... 

CouDcil  of  Churches,  to  save  Southern  director  of  Home  Missions  fw 

Baptists,  we  are  past  saving,  as  we  the  Baptet  Union  of  New  Zealand  has 
haw  ceased  to  be  Baptists  the  mo-  **1^®^  FMB  and  me  _to^  work 
ment  we  become  ecumenical.  The 

1  .L- .  .L  -  -  . .  SBC  to  New  Orleans  did  not  rid  us  of  “®".  wr^rtnership  Miwion  Items 

vmcepeOTlethat^^e^pt  to  the  BJCPA.  We  sUU  contribute  a  sum  di^  Oc^r  7-14  of  ^  year, 
wasvm-  wm  elc^ions.  ttet  makrs  TO  comparable  to  any  othn  member  We  are  planning  to  ttee  teams  to  24 
whole  thmg  political.”  And  that’s  grou^  we  only  followed  TO  example  churches  and  need  about  150  team 

nons®nse!  0^  other  Baptist  members  of  the  members.  We  have  approximately  75 

cess  legislation,  which  we  helped lo  Political,  “color  it  black,”  especial-  bJCPA  such  m  TO  American  Bap-  team  »n®nibers  enlisted  at  this  time, 
draft,  pass  and  defend,  was  held  to  be  ly  if  Bible  conservatives  act  to  a  tists,  and  funded  our  own  independeto  language  is  English,  and  TO 

constitutional.  Now  it  must  be  inter-  political  manner;  never  mind,  voiw  in  Washington  team  members  do  not  need  an  inter¬ 
party  preted  and  implemented.  “liberals”,  more  correctly,  illiberals,  j  q  porj  preter.  This  appeals  to  some  of  our 

shall  control  the  office  of  president?  Southern  Baptists  have  simply  haw  been  doing  just  that  for  years:  Laurel  people  who  hesitate  going  to  foreign 

Jesus  said  that  if  your  ri^t  eye  of-  decided  in  six  SBC  wtes  and  two  while  suggesting  “conservatives”  not  countries  where  interpreters  are 

fends  you,  pluck  it  out!  Abolish  TO  of-  dozen  votes  to  various  state  conven-  get  involved  in  politics.  Pastor  in  Germany  required. 

flee  of  president.  After  all,  isn’t  God  tions  over  the  last  six  years  that  they  Your  two  closing  paragraphs  to-  '  Mississippi  Baptists  may  already 

our  king?  Place  whatewr  powers  will  fund  TO  BJC  to  a  different  Way.  traduce  a  thought  new  to  most  of  us.  Editor:  be  inwlved  in  owrseas  mission  pro¬ 
reside  to  that  office  with  the  Ex-  'That  fresh  funding  approach  will  be  and  of  course  you  “color  it  black”  The  Anderson  Memorial  Baptist  jects,  but  I  thought  I  would  write  and 

ecutiw  committee,  with  one  impor-  closer  to  TO  people,  truer  to  our  Bap-  when  you  write,  “Then  there  is  TO  Church,  a  congregation  of  about  50  inquire  about  TO  possibilty  of  sewral 

tant  exception.  Are  the  institutions  tist  heritage,  nearer  to  those  who  most  frightening  thought  of  all,  TO  people  located  in  Schweinfurt,  West  teams  being  enlisted  from  among 

unresponsive  to  the  wishes  of  beliew  in  church-state  separation,  possibility  that  reconstructionism  (^rmany,  is  in  need  of  a  pastor.  The  your  churches.  The  associational 

mainline  Southern  Baptists?  Giw  TO  and  freer  of  secular  party  inessures.  could  be  a  driving  force  behind  TO  en-  congregation  is  mainly  people  con-  director  of  missions  in  Ihmpa,  Fla.  is 

people  power  to  elect  TO  trustees.  Because  of  TO  encouragement  and  tire  SBC  takeover  effort.  Reconstruc-  nected  with  TO  American  military,  working  with  us  and  perhaps  there 

Allow  each  state  convention  to  tangible  support  of  hundi^  in  your  tionism  is  TO  concept  which  sets  forth  ()ur.  church  is  afflliided  with  TO  Euro-  migto  lw*4i  diyector  of  missions  or 

nominate  and  elect  men  they  know  to  state  we  shall  continue  with  you  to  de-  TO  idea  of  TO  reconstruction  of  an  en-  pean  Baptist  Conwntion  (English  some  pas  toes 'in  Mississippi  who 

be  go-  y,  to  serw  as  trustees  from  fend  freedom.  The  Baptist  Joint  Com-  tire  nation  along  TO  line  of  a  rigid  Old  Language)  and  is  founded  on  TO  prin-  mig^luVe  an  toterest. 

that  state.  What  could  be  more  mittee  will  be  strong  and  freer.  Testament  theocracy,  which  could  ciples  and  doctrines  of  TO  Southern  If  you  could  share  TO  need  with  ap- 

democratic?  What  could  be  more  With  TO  Lord’s  strength,  your  part-  easily  turn  into  a  religious  dictator-  Baptist  Conwntion.  If  God  is  leading  prapriate  persons,  any  interested 

Baptistic?  In  this  way  we  can  be  nership,  and  TO  support  of  state  con-  ship.”  you  to  pastw  to  a  missions  setting,  director  of  missions  or  pastors  could 

assured  that  no  one  group  has  ex-  wntions,  local  churches,  and  in-  Horrm-of  horrors!  A  nation  whereto  please  contact  Mr.  John  Roamer,  contact  me  or  Bill  Peacock  at  TO 

clusiw  control;  and  we  can  focus  once  dividual  Baptists,  TO  BJC’s  best  days  TO  ri^teous  are  rewarded  and  TO  USMCA-DEH  Box  125  APO  NY,  NY.  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Richmond, 

again  on  our  primary  concern:  win-  are  ahead.  wicked  punished,  for  a  change,  by  a  09033.  Please  respond  prior  to  1  Thanks  for  any  help  that  you  mi^t 

ning  a  lost  world  to  Christ.  James  M.  Dimh  benevolent  dictator,  God.  I  can  now  August  1990  for  consideration.  giw  us. 

Philip  Pox,  pastor,  Executiw  director  clearly  see  why  you  support  TO  often  John  Roamer  j.  w.  L.  Adams,  Jr. 

Vivian  Church  '•  Bi^ist  Joint  Committee  on  errant  position  of  TO  Baptist  Joint  CJhairman,  Pastor  Search  P  o.  Box  7 

Eufaula,  Okla.  Public  Affairs  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  on  TO  Committee  Madisonville,  TX,  77864 


is  being  done  to  TO 


another.  How  can  we  claim  to  low  Court  has  gutted  TO  First  Amend-  In  your  editorial  of  June  7,  “A 
God,  whom  we  haw  not  seen,  if  we  ment  to  its  Oregon  v.  Smith  case  Iqr  critical  conwntion”  you  write,  ‘There 
cannot  low  our  brother,  whom  we  dismissing  the  free  exercise  of  really  are  no  great  <mferences  among 
haw  seen?  The  sad  truth  is  that  most  rel^on  as  a  1^1  luxury.  us.  'There  is  no  point  to  trying  to  con- 

of  us  are  probably  more  willing  to  low  ITO  BJCk  view  of  TO  proper  rale  of 

(Christians  of  other  denominations  religion  to  TO  public  scl 
than  some  members  of  our  own  dicated  by  TO  Supreme  court  to  an  8-1 
denomination.  Behold,  how  we  low  decision  June  4,  1990.  The  ^ual  Ac- 
one  another! 

In  light  of  this,  I  would  pose  a  solu 
tion  to  this  problem  that  has 
us.  Must  we  fight  over  whi< 


Glower  for  president 

Eklitor: 

While  reading  the  Jerry  Glower  ar¬ 
ticle  on  the  front  of  the  June  28, 1990, 
Baptist  Record.  I  silently  said, 
“Amen,”  all  the  way  throu^.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  gets  to  the  h^rt  of  me  matter, 
and  he  has  a  way  of  saying  just  what 
needs  to  be  said. 

I  feel  that  Mr.  Glower  would  make 
a  great  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Gonvention  to  rraresent  “all  of  os 
Baptists  who  do  beueve  the  Bible.” 
Sue  Freeman 
Tupelo 

Who  can  heal  it? 

Editor: 

A  grave  damage  has  been  done  to 
Ghristian  fellowship;  and  I  hear  no 
one  saying,  “I  am  sorry.  Let’s  talk 
about  it.” 

In  the  brighter  days  ot  the  Southern 
Baptist  Gonvention,  brothers  and 
sisters  could  disagm,  vote  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways,  and  s^  remain  friends. 
But  in  recent  years  a  spirit  has  crept 
in  that  God  says  he  hates;  “one  who 
sows  discord  among  brothers”  (Pro¬ 
verbs  6:19;  see  vss.  16-19).  Grave 
damage  has  been  done.  And  only  tte 
hurt  ones  seem  sorry  about  it. 

A  part  of  this  is  the  “branding”  of 
brothers  who  disagree.  A  vote  against 
Dr.  Ghapman  was  interpreted  as  a 
vote  against  the  Bible  and  for 
liberalism.  The  smear  sheets  have 
done  it  for  years,  and  even  our  presi¬ 
dent  was  quoted  as  saying  as  much. 
The  name  automaticaUy  given  to  op¬ 
position  is  “liberal.”  Our  Lord  warn¬ 
ed  against  this  very  thing: 

Itdlyou:  whoever  is  angry  with  his 
brother  wUl  be  brou^t  b^ore  the 
judge;  whoever  calfi  his  brother 
“You  good-for-nothing!”  will  be 
brought  before  the  Gouncil;  and 
whoever  calls  his  brother  a  wmlhless 
fool  will  be  in  danger  of  going  to  the 
fire  of  hell  (Matt.  5:22,  TEV). 

The  Bible,  inteipret^  through  the 
Spirit  of  my  Lord,  is  mv  abMlute 
authority.  Yet  some  would  call  me 
names  because  I  disagree  with 
everything  about  the  movement  and 
vote  for  a  different  candidate  How 
darerthem! 

No  one  is  saying,  “I’m  sorry. 
Please  forgive  me.”  Through  the 
years  hands  have  reached  out  with  ci- 
fers  of  reconciliation,  but  those  hands 
seem  always  to  have  been  from  one 
side.  Who  is  more  like  Jesus? 

A  grave  damage  has  been  done. 
Who  can  heal  it? 

Wesley  Ellis 
Germantown,  Tenn. 


Publish  the  names 

Eklitor: 

There  was  an  interesting  letter 
from  a  pastor  (14  June)  commenting 
on  one  of  your  statements  in  a 
previous  editorial  concerning  the  “in¬ 
ner  circle”  of  the  SBG.  The  writer 
calls  your  editorial  “biased,  one- 
sided’^and  asked  vou  to  "publish  the 
names  ot  the  people  who  inake  up  the 
‘inner  circle’  and  especially  the  name 
of  our  ‘leader’. 

I  believe  this  pastor  is  sincere  in  his 
belief  and  his  motions;  but  for  those 
of  us  who  are  familiar  with  the  situa¬ 
tion,  the  question  of  who  are  the 
leadiers  of  the  inner  circle  is  about  the 
same  as  asking  “Who  is  buried  in 
Grant’s  tomb?”  A  m<M%  appropriate 
question  might  be.“Who  Ira  the  Nazi 
tidceover  of  (lermany  in  the  USOs?’): 
I  don’t  think  the  leader  of  the’ 
takeover.  Judge  Paul  Pressler,  and 
his  chief  Ueutenant,  Dr.  Paige  Patter¬ 
son,  have  tried  to  hide  their  identity. 
There  is  a  lot  of  evidence  that  thc^ 
“closet  leader”  is  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell. 

I  saw,  repeat,  saw  Rev.  Falwell  and 
SBG  Resident  Vines  on  TV  on  one  oc¬ 
casion  last  year.  Falwell  was  seated 
behind  his  massive  desk  and  Vines 


was  in  a  litfle^stitilgiircliairin  front 
of  the  desk,  as  a  serf  called  before  the 
king.  They  were  busilj^d-mouthing 
many  of  us  in  the  S^. 

The  tragedy  is  that  a  lot  of  people 
are  sincerely  following  this  crowd. 
They  are  ofaningH^  Bible  by  arm¬ 
ing  over  it' instead  of  applying  its 
teaching','  much  die  same  as  the 
political’  patty  of  which  they  are  a 
part  is  profaning  the  American  flag 
by  using  it  for  political  purposes.  The 
writer  mentions  the  meetingkBtid  talks 
about  the  “teaching,  preaching,  and 
singing.”  I  watch  some  of  the 
members  of  this  giwp  preaching  on 
TV  at  times,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  why 
people  are  misled.  Words  are  cheap, 
as  we  found  when  Ronald  Reagan  tdd 
us  in  1960  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
balanced  budget. 

Garl  L.  Hess 
GW4,  U.S.  Army  (Ret) 

Ozark,  Ala. 

Top  priority 

Eklitor: 

In  your  editorial  dated  Thursday, 
June  21,  you  stated  in  the  third 
paragraph  from  the  end :  “President 
Ghaixnan  has  declared  sudi  an  eff(Hl 
(ie.  gettii^  together  —  mine)  is  to  be 
his  top  priority.  Let’s  pray  that  he  is 
successful.  Ai^  let’s  all  help  him  as 
best  we  can  rather  than  resisting  any 
efforts  toward  healing  simply 
because  the  president  was  elected  by 
the  ‘conservative’  side.” 

Then  in  the  June  28  issue  you  devote 
nearly  half  the  page  to  “Two  Sizeable 
Gamps.”  Altbou^  your  intentions 
may  have  been  yMimaUstic,  it  cer¬ 
tainly  puts  dirt  in  the  wound  and 
resists  the  efforts  toward  healing  you 
recommended  just  the  week  btrfore. 

Althou^  it  was  the  third  largest 
convention  with  only  40,000 
messengers,  they  were  messengers 
from  the  churches.  Hus  is  the  way  we 
have  directed  our  convention  for 
many  decades.  And  as  only  one  of 
those  messengers,  I  left  the  conven¬ 
tion  feeling  that  the  messengers  had 
spdeen  and  the  directimi  had  bera 
^ven. 

I  am  for  taking  your  advice  (pro¬ 
mote  efforts  towara  healing)  and  may  • 
each  one  of  us  “let  all  bitterness  and 
wrath  and  anger  and  clamcn'  and 
slander  be  put  away  from  you,  along 
with  all  malice.  And  be  kind  to  one 
another,  tender-hearted,  fo^ving 
each  other,  just  as  God  in  Ghhst  also 
has  forgiven  you”  (Eph.  4:30-32). 
Eddie  Holmes 
Mt.  Pleasant 

Liberal  teachers 

Elditor: 

I  have  a  question  for  you.  What  con¬ 
vention  (hd  you  attend?  Your  editorial 
of  June  21  painted  a  picture  of  the  con¬ 
vention  in  New  Orleans  being  mark¬ 
ed  by  paranoid  despair.  You  claim, 
“Supporters  of  each  faction  were 
wary  as  they  moved  around  the 
arena  . . .  berause  there  were  no 
distinguishing  marks  to  tell  one  side 
from  another.  One  seldom  spoke  to 
strangers.”  Our  group  spoke  to 
everyone  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
th(7  wore  the  “(hstinguishing  nuu4cs” 
of  a  Southern  Seminary  badge  or  a 
Mid-America  Seminary  ribbon. 
Perhaps  your  strange  assessment  of 
the  (Convention  reflects  your  true 
commitment  to  the  “moderate- 
liberal”  agenda.  One  can  only  label 
the  implication  as  bizarre  that 
“reconstructionism  could  be  a  driv¬ 
ing  force  b^nd  the  entire  SBG 
•''takeover  effort.”  ' 

'The  editorial  goes  on  to  encourage 
“moderates”  not  to  bail  out  of  the 
SBG.  But  defeated  Dan  Vestal  told 
reporters,  “Unless  the  fundamen¬ 
talist  group  that  won  power  Tuesday 
‘accepts  the  rest  of  us,’  some' 
moderates  wUl  leave  the  14.9  million 
member  church. ’’(USA  Today, 
6/14/90)  By  Vestal’s  own  admission, 
those  who  lost  in  the  convention  elec¬ 


tions  wUl  be  departing  the  SBG.  They 
will  probably  join  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Alliance,  a  quasidenomination 
providing  an  umbrella  of  unity  for 
‘  ‘moderate-liberals.  ” 

In  the  June  7  editorial,  you  claim 
that  the  issue  is  not  the  Bible,  “And 
that  makes  the  whole  thing  political.” 
Mr.  McGregor,  you  are  wrong!  I  can 
tell  you  from  prasonal  experience  that 
we  have  men  and  women  teaching  in 
our  seminary  and  college  campuses 
who  do  not  believe  that  all  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  is  reliable.  I  sat  under  their 
teaching.  The  propagation  of  liberal 
theoli^  is  a  fact  in  Southern  Baptist 
education. 

God  has  confirmed  over  the  last  12 
years  that  our  convention  is  moving 
in  the  right  direction.  Mr.  McGregor, 
wake  iq>  and  put  a  stop  to  your  infl^- 
matwy  rhetoric. 

Kevin  J.  Smith 
Associate  pastor 
RuleviUe  ^urch 

If  there  are  Uberals  teaching  in 
seminary  classrooms,  we  are  no 
closar  to  Bnding  out  who  they  are  than 
we  were  11  years  ago.  —  E^tor. 


How  long? 


Editor: 

I  just  attended  my  first  Southern 
Bap^t  Gonvention.  ‘Ib  my  dismay,  I 
found  it  genmUly  being  denninated  by 
other  thw  cooperating  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  Other  laymen  ni^  to  be  maw 
aware  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
Southern  Bap^t  Convention  is  not 
Southern  Baptist. 

I  understand  that  the  highly  paid 
parliamentarian,  who  wiel(b  tremen¬ 
dous  power  in  our  convention,  is  a 
“Chui^  of  Christ”  minister.  I  wonder 
if  our  piano  offends  him?  Even  more, 
I  wmder  if  he  says  to  himself,  “Look 
at  all  those  lost  Baptists  who  have  not 
been  scripturally  baptized”? 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  is 
all  powerful  in  that  it  controls  the  ap¬ 
pointments  to  boards  and  conunittees. 
The  chairman  of  this  c(Mnmittee  was 
discovered  not  to  be  a  member  of  a 
church  in  fellowship  with  our  conven¬ 
tion.  He  had  nominated  two  of  his 
church  members  to  positions  on  the 
Home  Mission  Board  and  the  Ekhica- 
tion  Commission.  After  this  was 
brought  to  li^t,  we  had  to  make 
substitutions  for  them.  This  has  to 
raise  the  qi^tion  “How  maqy  others, 
true  affirmations  were  not 
discovered,  did  he  manage  to  slip  on 
our  boards  and  committees?” 

This  selection  of  other  than 
Southern  Baptists  to  lead  our  conven¬ 
tion  shouldnT  have  come  as  such  a 
surprise  In  most  churches  you  have 
to  contribute  10  percent  to  be  a 
deacon.  One  of  our  most  recent  past 
presidents  —  Charles  Stanley  —  led 
his  church  to  contribute  the  princely 
amount  of  2.6  percent  in  1967  with  ^ 
of  this  mm-designated.  He  long  ago 
showed  his  Falwell  roots. 

How  long  will  we  allow  this  to  go  on? 

Ray  A.  Thompson 

Jayson 

Low  view  of  scripture 

Elditor: 

Several  people  have  written  to  the 
Record  expressing  their  indignation 
at  the  accusation  by  Southern 
Seminary  trustee  Jerry  Johnson  that 
President  Roy  Honeycutt  has  a  low 
view  of  the  Bible. 

The  evidence  speaks  for  itself.  Mr. 
Johnson’s  accusation  was  contained 
in  a  well-documented  article  based  on 
Dr.  Honeycutt’s  comments  in  Broad- 
man  Bible  Commentary  and  until 
Baptist  Bookstores  cease  to  carry 
Broadman;  until  Broadman  is 
removed  from  circulation,  until  Adnlt 
Teacher  closes  to  recommend  Broad¬ 
man  as  a  “source  of  .additional  help 
for  studying  and  teaching”  and  until 
Dr.  Honeycutt  disassociates  himself 
from  his  commentary  on  Exodus,. 


pages  312,  317,  318,  333-336  and  his 
commentary  on  I  and  II  Kings,  pages 
228,  229,  238,  and  242  as  contained  in 
Bmdman,  then  his  view  of  Scripture 
will  remain  suspect  and  no  amount  ot 
indigiution  against  Jerry  Johiffion  or 
defend  of  Dr.  Honeycutt  will  clear 
him.  - 

Neither  Trustee  Jcriinson’s  age  nor 
the  fact  that  he  did  not  attend 
Southern  Seminary  disqualifies  him 
from  speaking  and  President 
Honeycutt’s  position  should  not  make 
him  immune  from  criticism  when 
justiffed. 

Louise  Shannon 
Yazoo  Gity 

In  each  of  the  passages  referred  to, 
Honeycutt  points  out  that  there  are 
several  interpretations  by  various 
commentators  but  that  no  comment 
should  take  away  from  the  miracle 
that  occurred.  —  Editor 


A  peculiar  preacher 

Editor: 

A  couple  of  nuxiths  ago,  I  saw  an  ad 
in  your  paper  for  Mud  on  My  Shoes, 
the  Story  of  a  Peculiar  Preacher, 

.  Ray  MegginsiHi,  Box  834,  Semmes, 
Ala.,  36575,  $8.00. 

I  couldn’t  wait  to  order  this  book  as 
I  was  at  Glarke  College,  1941-43,  with 
him  and  the  LOVE  of  his  life,  Gleo 
Faggard,  now  Mrs.  Megginson. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
books  I  have  ever  read,  and  I  would 
highly  recommend  it  to  anyone  who 
w^d  read  it  Anymie  would  be  bless¬ 
ed  as  I  was  as  they  told  ot  the  many 
trials,  tribulations,  joys,  and  thrills  ot 
establishing  missims  and  helping  to 
build  little  churches  with  very  little 
money.  But  it  was  worth  it  aU  as  they 
led  maiw  people  to  the  Lmrd. 

This  txMdi  would  be  especially 


pie  seeking  the  Lordls  wiU  for  their 
lives. 

There  were  also  many  amusing  in- 
cidrats  that  Ray  told  as  well  as  many 
answered  prayers  and  miracles  from 
the  Lord. 

We  were  at  Glarke  during  the  war 
yean  —  very  few  in  number  and  hard 
times  ffnancially.  But  I  think  the 
sweet  Christian  f^owship  that  we  en¬ 
joyed  at  that  wonderful  school  made 
an  impact  on  everywie  of  our  lives. 

May  I  add  that  every  penqy  from 
this  book  will  be  added  to  a  scholar¬ 
ship  fund  for  other  young  Ghristian 
students  in  memexy  of  Ray's  parents. 

I,  for  one,  predict  that  Ray  and  Gleo 
(Faggard)  Megginson  wiU  have  many 
Stan  in  their  crowns,  . .  when  at 
evening  the  sun  goeth  down.” 

I  emud  go  on  and  on  about  this  book, 
but  have  had  to  rewrite  Uus  three 
times  to  keep  it  under  300  words. 

Thank  you  so  much,  Mr.  McGregor, 
and  may  God  continue  to  bless  you 
and  your  (and  our)  ^per. 

Inez  Milner  WiMms 
Batesville 

Political  Pharisees 

Editor: 

I  have  been  an  active  Baptist 
layman  for  more  than  a  half  century. 
I  have  held  virtually  all  church  offices 
except  pastor  and  officer  of  the  WMU. 
I  am  a  graduate  of  a  Baptist  college, 
have  served  on  the  state  convention 
board  including  offices  and  commit¬ 
tees,  have  been  an  officer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Gonvention,  and 
have  served  as  a  trustee  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  Ckdlege.  This  is  not  said  in  the  spirit 
of  boasting  but  to  show  my  involve¬ 
ment  as  a  Baptist. 

To  sum  up  my  reaction  to  the  con¬ 
vention  in  New  Orleans,  one  word  will 
sufffee  —  “disgusting.”  All  the  pious 
talk  prior  to  the  convention  about  try¬ 
ing  to  heal  the  breach  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  was  just  that  —  talk. 

In  the  New  Testament  the 
Pharisees  were  the  inerrantists  who 


were  often  calling  Jesus’  attention  to 
those  portions  of  the  Bible  that  they 
considered  to  be  inconsistent  with  the 
teachings  and  actions. 

The  most  appn^riate  tag  for  the 
“conservatives”  is  Pharisees. 
Because  of  their  political  activity, 
pei^ps  the  complete  title  would  be 
political  Pharisees. 

Through  the  ages  religious  groups 
have  sou^t  to  intimidate  those  who 
believe  duferently.  Fortunately,  the 
“conservatives”  or  political 
Pharisees  cannot  inflict  physical  tor¬ 
ture;  however,  they  can  and  do 
employ  firing  from  jobs  and  various  ' 
othw  tvnes  of  pressure. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  ex¬ 
press  my  concern  to  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  to  the  people  called  “Bapttst.^’  Un¬ 
fortunately,  I  have  no  quick  solution  ^ 
to  offer,  y^e  I  believe  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  crop  of  political  Pharisees  will  be 
unable  to  ultimately  establish  their 
version  of  inerrancy  among  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  real  Baptists,  they  nave  cap¬ 
tured  and  may  well  dlratroy  the 
Southern  Baptist  Gonvention. 

Many  Baptist  now  are  beginning  to 
see  there  can  be  no  unity  with  those 
who  demand  absolute  control  over 
our  faith  and  consciences  as  the  price 
for  unity.  We  are  seeking  a.  way  for 
the  future.  Perhaps  the  SBC  has 
gro^  too  large  and  needs  a  division. 
While  I  wiU  rraret  the  destruction  of 
what  we  have  built  over  the  yean,  I ' 
am  afraid  tht  there  is  little  kit  of  the 
cooperative  spirit  that  was  the  real  , 
essence  of  the  convention  in  which  Ij 
have  participated  over  the  yean.  , 
M.  W.  Perry  | 

Philadelphia 

Post  convention  blues 

Eklitor: 

The  liberals  got  a  lickin’  at  every 
convention  session  and  returned  home 
with  the  post  convention  bhiea.  Con¬ 
fused  even  as  to  how  to  refer  to 
themselves  having  gone  firom  theac- 
cunte  name  of  ‘Uberals”  to  the 
misleading  “moderates”  or  ‘^cen¬ 
trists,”  a^  now  to  the  ridiculous 
misnomer  of  “conser-  i 
vative/moderates,”  these  liberals  an 
disappointed  as  well  as  disgusted  (hat  ] 
they  did  not  have  •  vkto^  to  ^oat  ' 
over  the  conservatives.  TheiWare  they  i 
resort  to  childish  tactics.  > 

One  such  examine  was  the  Cafe  du  < 
Monde  gathering.  Some  of  the  conser-  ^ 
vatives  chose  this  spot  to  celetxwte  » 
because  this  was  the  previous 
meeting  place  for  the  Paul  . 
Pressler/Paige  Patterson  meeting. 
Knowing  this,  the  liberals  attended  for  i 
the  specific  purpose  of  making  a  < 
scene  As  the  conservatives  broke  out 
in  song,  me  liberals  shouted,  “Shame! 
Shame!”  What  inappropriate 
behavior  fcH*  adults  —  especially  for 
those  who  supposedly  have  some  , 
character  about  them! 

When  asked,  “When  will  the  con¬ 
troversy  end?”  I  replied,  “Not  until 
our  Lord  returns,  b^use  then  the 
liberals’  target  of  attack  will  be 
removed.”  Until  that  time  they  will 
still  be  moaning  the  blues. 

Vaughn  Denton,  pastor 
Kirby  Parkway  Church 
Memphis 

Street  lamps 

Li^t  from  the  street  lamps 
shming 

along  our  path  ’ 
gives  light 
to  guide  us 
during  the  night. 

And  there’s 
a  Greater  Light, 

The  Son  of  (^, 
shining 
to  guide  us 
through  the  darkest 
of  ni^ts. 

—Ruby  Singley 
Columbia 
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MEET  THE  MISSIONARIES  —  Don  and  Ina  Frazier,  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
to  Nigeria,  greet  Alan,  Joanne  and  Phillip  Moore  during  a  missions  fair  at  Ridgecrest 
Baptist  Conference  Center.  The  Moores,  members  of  Calvary  Church  in  Milton,  Fla., 
were  among  more  than  2,000  people  attending  "Jericho;  A  Missions  Festival”  at 
Ridgecrest.  One  of  the  activities  of  Jericho  allowed  participants  to  experience  what 
life  would  be  like  without  the  Cooperative  Program.  Participants  were  given  10  pieces 
of  fake  paper  money  to  give  to  missionaries  they  met  that  impressed  them.  Those 
missionaries  with  the  best  stories  or  the  best  costumes  collected  the  most  money, 
illustrating  the  inequity  Southern  Baptists  would  face  in  distributing  missions  money 
without  a  unified  funding  plan.  (BP  photo  by  Mark  Wingfield) 


Pink  cash  teaches  value 
of  cooperative  giving 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
resorted  to  ghrunicks  and  quick 
moves  to  raise  mon^  during  a  make- 
believe  demonstration  of  life  without 
the  Coopoative  Program. 

Ten  fake  $10  bills  w«e  given  to  each 
person  registering  for  “Jericho:  A 
Missions  E^val”  at  Ridgecrest  Bap¬ 
tist  Conference  Center  in  the  North 
(^rolina  mountains.  Participants 
were  told  to  give  the  pink  paper 
money  to  missimiaries  that  impress¬ 
ed  th^  during  an  afternoon  missions 
fair. 

The  random  distribution  of  funds 
resulted  in  one  missionary  couple 
having  to  carry  their  wad  of  money  in 
a  plastic  bag.  Another  missionary 
gathered  only  $30  because  she  was 
caring  for  hw  children  and  doing 
laundbry  the  afternoon  of  the  missions 
fair. 

The  pro^t  illustrated  the  inequity 
of  requinng  missionaries  to  raise 
their  own  support,  said  Bill  O’Brien, 
executive  director  of  public  affairs  for 
the  Fbreign  Mission  Board. 

The  Cooperative  Program, 
Southern  Baptists’  unified  biK^et,  is 
“the  grauis  of  cooperative  missions 
that  ev^  ottier  major  missions  effixt 
would  lil»  to  have,’’  O’Brien  said.  He 
commended  Jericho  rarticipants  for 
giving  $5,771  in  real  mono^  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  the  day  before 
all  home  and  foreign  missionaries 
will  get  an  equal  share” 

Duing  the  missions  fair,  Betty 


Walker  said  a  Christian  theme  park 
was  being  built  on  the  island  of 
Dominica  where  she  and  her  husband 
Fred  serve  as  fneign  missimiaries. 
With  a  large  gift,  she  jested,  a  water 
slide  would  be  named  for  the  donor.  In 
reality,  an  amusement  park  is  in  stark 
contrast  to  the  Walkers’  evangelistic 
ministry  amoi^  the  poor  and  often 
malnourished  islanders. 

Raul  Vazquez,  language  missionary 
in  Miami,  wasn’t  as  bold.  “I  have  a 
hard  time  asking  fw  money,”  he  said. 
“If  this  were  real.  I’d  be  one  of  the 
poor  missionaries. 

Bob  Freeman,  a  home  missionary 
in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  gained  sym^thy  by 
describing  the  cold,  harsh  winters  in 
western  New  York.  He  also  gathered 
money  by  picking  pockets  as  pe<^le 
listen!^  to  his  tales. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  missions 
fair,  Joe  and  Elaine  Armstrong  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  flrst  missionaries  they 
saw.  But  the  members  of  Bardstown 
Baptist  Church  in  Bardstown,  Ky., 
were  determined  to  ‘Tigure  out  a 
system”  to  distribute  their  mmiey 
more  evenly. 

The  Pettyjohn  family,  including 
parents  Andy  and  Susan  and  sons 
John  Mark  and  David,  gave  their 
money  away  on  a  flrst-seen,  first- 
served  basis. 

(Consequently,  foreign  missionaries 
dressed  m  attire  from  the  countries 
they  serve  received  most  of  the  fami¬ 
ly’s  money.  The  Pettyjohns  are 
members  of  Immanuel  Baptist 
(Church  in  Independence,  Ma 


Trustees  approve  end  of  BTN 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Emphasizing 
a  continuing  commitment  of  Uie 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  to  video  production  for  chur¬ 
ches,  the  trustee  executive  committee 
approved  unanimously  a  recommen¬ 
dation  from  President  Lloyd  Elder 
that  the  Baptist  Telecommunication 
Network  “cease  its  satellite  transmis¬ 
sion  and  terminate  subscription 
agreemrats  and  (xoduction  contracts, 
effective  October  1,  1990.” 

During  the  June  21  meeting.  Elder 
called  the  decision  to  close  down  the 
satellite  teaching  and  training  net¬ 
work  “one  of  the  hardest  I  have  had 
to  make  at  the  Sunday  School  Board.” 
He  praised  the  efforts  of  employees 
and  thanked  subscribing  churches  for 
their  support. 

“BTN  has  been  a  noble,  valuable  ef¬ 


fort,  but  it  was  nevo*  intended  to 
become  a  subsidized  ministry  to  a 
small  number  of  churches,”  he  said. 
“It  was  always  intended  to  be  a  self- 
supporting  network  in  service  to  the 
churdies.” 

At  present,  1,657  churches  and  other 
SBC  entities  subscribe  to  BTN,  but  a 
minimum  of  3,800-4,200  subscriptions 
are  needed  for  the  network  to  reach 
a  break-even  point. 

Elder  said  the  board  has  invested 
about  $14.3  million  in  BTN  to  date  and 
would  have  to  continue  investing 
about  $1  million  per  year  for  the 
foreseeable  future  if  current  subscrip¬ 
tion  trends  continued. 

During  15  minutes  of  discussion, 
several  trustees  spoke  all  in  favor  of 
the  recommendation. 

Gene  Mims,  pastor  of  First  Cliurch 


of  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  and  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee,  said:  “This 
is  a  good  decision.  It’s  just  too  bad  it 
had  to  happen.  We  can’t  make  this 
decision  without  realizing  1,600  chur¬ 
ches  are  affected.” 

The  recommendation  approved  by 
trustees  includes  a  commitment  to 
continued  video  production  after  a 
time  of  study  and  research  “to 
discover,  design,  and  deliver  market- 
proven  video  communication  pro¬ 
ducts  and  services.” 

Elder  said  about  25  full-time  posi¬ 
tions  related  to  BTN  will  be  deleted. 
He  said  first  consideration  will  be 
given  to  BTN  employees  in  filling 
other  vacant  positions  at  the  board 
and  that  assistance  will  be  provided 
for  those  seeking  placement  outside 
the  board. 


Mission  station  set:  Indian  Ocean 


ANTANANARIVO,  Madagascar 
(BP)  —  Fred  and  Sami  Sorrells  may 
not  be  little  fish,  but  they  certainly  are 
swimming  in  a  big  pond. 

The  only  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  on  the  massive  island  of 
Madagascar  off  the  coast  of  east 
Africa,  they  have  accepted  mission 
responsibility  for  the  island  nations 
scattered  around  the  western  Indian 
Ocean  where  no  Southern  Baptist 
work  is  established 

“This  new  assignment  is  really  an 
answer  to  prayer,”  said  Sorrells,  of 
Brady,  Tsxas. 

Madagascar  is  playing  host  to  the 
Indian  Ocean  Island  Games  Aug. 
24-Sept.  2,  which  will  attract  top 
athletes  from  throughout  the  islands. 

Baptists  are  planning  a  high-energy 
evangelistic  effort  at  the  games.  They 
are  helping  stage  the  opening  and 


closing  ceremonies,  will  nm  the 
welcome  center  and  will  hold 
evangelistic  crusades  in  a  7,000-seat 
amplUtheater  right  beside  the  main 
athletic  stadium. 

Since  few  Christians  live  in  many  of 
the  countries  involved,  Sorrells  sees 
the  games  as  a  great  evangelistic 
opportunity. 

“But  we  had  been  concerned  about 
how  to  follow  up  decisions  athletes  and 
spectators  may  make  in  Madagascar 
and  then  return  home  thousands  of 
miles  away,’'  he  added.  “With  this  new 
assignment.  Ill  be  able  to  contact  new 
diristians  when  I  visit  the  countries 
to  see  about  starting  permanent  Bap¬ 
tist  mission  work.” 

S(HTells  will  identify  needs  and  pro¬ 
vide  ministries  to  gnwps  in  the 
islands  who  now  have  little  contact 
with  evangelical  (Hiristians.  He  also 


will  continue  his  primary  assignment 
as  an  agricultural  evangelist  in 
Madagascar. 

Sorrells’  training  in  French  will 
carry  over  to  most  of  the  island  na¬ 
tions,  such  as  the  Comoro  Islands, 
Reunion  and  Rodriguez  Island  (a  part 
of  Mauritius),  where  French  is  the  of¬ 
ficial  language.  Additionally,  his 
agricultural  background  will  allow 
him  to  use  development  ministries  in 
countries  that  might  not  welcome  a 
full-time  church  starter. 

Rather  than  diluting  his  efforts  on 
Mada^scar,  Sorrells  thinks  his  new 
task  will  challenge  and  involve  Bap¬ 
tists  there. 

‘There  are  settlements  of  Malagasy 
people  in  most  of  the  countries,”  he 
said. 


Ethiopia  missionaries  cope  with  strife 


NAIROBI,  "Kenya  (BP)  —  A 
degenerating  civil  war  situation  in 
Ethiopia  and  deadly  food  riots  in 
Zambia  have  led  missionaries  in  the 
two  African  countries  to  limit  travel 
and  maintain  low  profiles. 

Southern  B^Ust  missionaries  in 
Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia,  and  Lusaka, 
Zambia,  said  in  late  June  that  things 
were  tense,  but  none  felt  in  inunediate 
danger. 

Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia's  capital,  is 
awaiting  a  threatened  attack  by  forces 
of  the  Ethiopian  Peq;>le’s  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Democratic  Front.  In  a  retel 
radio  broadcast  monitored  in  Nairobi 
by  Kenyan  news  agencies,  the 
EPRDF  claimed  to  have  killed  22,000 
ovemment  troops  in  three  weeks  in 
line 


Two  other  rebel  groups  also  are 
fitting  the  Ethiopian  army.  Ethio¬ 
pian  President  Mengistu  Haile 
Mariam  told  international  reporters 
in  late  June  that  the  country  was  ‘hn 
the  verge  of  collapse,”  and  ordered  a 
general  mobilization. 

All  Southern  Baptist  work  upcoun- 
try  has  been  suspended  since  last 
November,  when  rebels  capbired  the 
region  whm  missionaries  operated 
feeding  stations  and  develo|Mnefit  pro¬ 
jects.  The  missionaries  evacuate  to 
Addis  Ababa. 

Missionaries  currently  in  Addis 
Ababa  include  Jerry  Bedsole  of  Fi^, 
Ala.,  and  Rosie  Bedsole  of  SpliUog, 
Ma;  Paul  Gay  of  Cuthbert,  Ga.,  ai^ 
Hannah  Gay  of  Jackson,  Miss. ;  John 


Lawrence  of  JonesbfMro,  La.,  and  Mary 
Lou  Lawrence  of  Amster^m,  Ma; 
Howard  and  Belinda  Rhodes  of 
Friona,  Texas;  Rob  Ackerman  of 
Wheaton,  Ill.,  and  Patricia  Ackennan 
of  Albuquerque,  N.M.;  Jeff  and 
Margie  Pearson  of  Mora,  Minn. ;  and 
David  Brownfield  of  Boz«nan,  Mont., 
and  Debbie  Brownfield  of  Columbus, 
Ohia 

In  Zambia,  the  government  has  in¬ 
stituted  a  24-hour  curfew  in  response 
to  rioting  that  reportedly  has  left  14 
people  d^d. 

Tlie  Baptist  office  building  in 
Lusaka  was  closed  June  25  so  woricers 
could  avoid  risking  harm  while  trying 
to  come  to  work.  The  18  missionaries 
in  Lusaka  said  they  are  staying  inside 
and  keeping  a  low  profile 


‘‘Jericho” 

By  Sarah  Zimmennan 

RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  The 
chaUei^ge  to  do  mission  work  and  sup¬ 
port  mission  work  was  the 
unavoidable  message  to  2,129 
Southern  Baptists  attending  “Jericho: 
A  Missions  Festival.” 

The  program  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C) 
Baptist  Conference  (Center  included 
commissioning  of  62  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  resulted  in  62  public 
decisions. 

The  conference  was  a  joint  effort  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Home 
Mission  Board,  Woman’s  Missionary 


festival  results  in  62  public  decisions 


Union,  Brotherhood  Commission,  and 
Sunday  Schoiri  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

’The  62  decisions  included  two  p^ 
fessions  of  faith,  eight  for  home  mis¬ 
sions  service,  13  for  foreign  missions 
service,  13  for  either  home  or  foreign 
missions,  and  26  other  decisions  such 
as  rededications  or  commitment  to 
v6lunteer  missions. 

Keith  Parks,  Foreign  Mission  Board 
president,  be^n  the  week  by  urging 
Muthern  Baptists  to  tear  down 
dividing  walls  and  give  sacrifidally 
to  missions.  Particii^ts  responded 


by  giving  $5,771  to  the  Cooperative 
Program,  the  largest  Sunday  offering 
received  at  Rid^rest  this  year. 

Mission  support  through  prayer  was 
an  integral  part  of  the  program.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  led  small  group  prayer  ses¬ 
sions  before  each  eveni^  program. 
Prayer  vigils  were  held  from  11  p.m. 
to  6  a.m.  two  ni^ts  —  once  to  pray  for 
the  nation  and  once  to  pray  for  the 
world. 

Tuesday  evening.  Bob  Logans, 
istor  of  First  Church,  CSiestenield, 


-  ia,  said  praying  for  missions  is 
necessary  but  not  enough.  The  Great 


CommissiMi,  he  noted,  says,  “Go  ye 
therefore,  not  sit  ye  and  pray  for.” 

Visible  remindm  of  world  missions 
were  70  black  flags  representing  the 
thousands  of  nations  and  peo|de 
groups  which  have  limited  access^ttr 
a  Chiistian  witness.  The  black  flags 
wne  displayed  with  flags  d  countries 
and  states  where  Southern  Baptists 
have  mission  work. 

During  the  final  session,  Elsther 
Burrou^,  assistant  director  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  field  staff  and 
evangelism  development  division, 
asked  participants  to  bring  a  black 


flag  to  the  altar  as  a  commitment  to 
laray  for  limited  access  countries  and 
pewle  groups. 

“what  a  beautiful  moment,”  Bill. 
0'Btwn,.worship  leader  and  Foreign 
HDamon  Board  executive  director  of 
public  affairs,  said  when  all  of  the 
black  flags  were  laid  at  the  altar. 

“There  are  no  black  flags.  Could 
this  be  a  prophetic  moment?” 

O’Briens  final  reminder  was  that 
“(jod  probably  cannot  do  a  work  in 
people  who  have  never  heard  until  he 
does  a  work  in  us.” 

Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB. 


Newton  Association  Acteens 
help  send  leader  to  Chile 

By  Betty  Smith 

Last  year,  Jymmie  Martin  of  Newton  felt  God  calling  her  to  become  involved 
in  foreign  mission  projects.  She  say^  “I  told  the  Lord  there  was  no  way  I  could 
go  on  a  mission  trip  —  I’m  a  full-time  student  at  Clarke,  I  have  a  husband 
and  three  children,  I  work  full-time  Since  I  didn’t  have  the  finances  for  fcweign 
missions,  I  decided  to  go  with  a  group  from  First  Church,  Newton,  to  Salene, 

Mich.  There  we  led  Backyard  Bible  Clubs,  Vacation  Bible  School,  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  door-to-door  survey.” 

Back  at  home,  Jynunie  was  soon  caught  up  in  her  busy  fall  schedule  She 
and  her  husband,  Allen,  are  dorm  parents  in  the  boys  dorm  at  Garke;  both 
are  full-time  students  —  Allen  at  MC  and  Jymmie  at  Clarke  Allen  is  pastor 
of  Crossroads  Church  near  Decatur  ^Jynunie  leads  an  Acteens  group  at  First 
Church,  Newton,  as  well  as  at  Cirossiwds.  She  is  associational  Ac^ns  directM; 
and  she  works  part-time  in  the  administration  office  and  in  the  cafeteria  at 
Clarke.  In  addition,  she  and  Allen  have  three  children,  ages  14, 11,  and  9. 

During  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week  at  Clarice  this  spr^,  Jymmie  again  felt 
God  leading  her  to  volunteer  for  foreign  missions.  A  few  weeks  later,  at  the 
associational  WMU  Spring  Meeting,  she  picked  up  a  flyer  about  a  mission 
trip  to  Chile 

On  E^arth  Day,  Jymmie  asked  her  acteens  at  First  Church,  Newton,  if  they 
would  collect  materials  to  recycle  to  help  her  go  to  Chile  They  agreed  en¬ 
thusiastically.  Acteens  throughout  Newton  Association  joined  the  effort.  Bap-  It  was  too  hot  to  do  much  but  sit  around  and  talk. 


Campers  meet  in  Cajun  country 


rally  in  Broussard,  La.,  are  W.  D.  McWilliams  of  Clinton  and 


tist  Women  and  Baptist  Yoi^  Women  heard  about  the  venture  and  wanted 
to  have  a  part.  In  addition,  individuals  made  contributions  to  help  Jymmie 
go  to  Chile  » 

Jymmie  says,  '‘Money  that  I  make  from  sewing,  cake  decorating,  cleaning 
houses,  wotting  in  the  college  cafeteria  and  administration  office  is  all  set 
aside  for  Chile.” 

Jymmie  is  appreciative  of  the  help  of  Acteens  and  others.  She  feels  that 
the  involvement  of  so  many  people  in  her  trip  to  Chile  will  make  the  trip  more 
meaningful. 

Ibn  women  joined  Jymmie  for  the  trip  to  Chile  July  12,  to  return  on  July 
24.  While  there,  the  women  will  teach  Vacation  Bible  ^hool  for  the  children 
of  missionaries  while  the  missionaries  are  in  their  annual  mission  meeting. 
Others  on  the  team  are:  Betty  Dobbs,  Philadelphia,  group  leader;  Alta  Walker, 
Crystal  Springs;  Susan  Kinto^  Philadelphia;  Lou  Hayes,  Biloxi;  Kathr^ 
Houston,  Booneville;  Myrtis  Richardson,  Philadelphia;  Betty  Davis,  Laurel; 
Irma  Racey,  Biloxi;  Nelda  Lewis,  Philadelphia;  Ruby  Thompson,  Clinton. 

—  Reprinted  from  Alongside. 

~::ri 

Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

My  ^^Jackson  mother^’ 


when  I  arrived  for  my  first  look  at 
the  editorial  office  of  the  Baptist 
Record  in  April,  1953,  the  person  who 
first  greeted  me  was  Eleanor  Smith, 
oae  of  the  secretaries  there.  The 
office  was  then  <mi  the  left,  mid¬ 
way  down  the  hall,  first  floor,  of  the 
Baptist  Building  when  it  was  at  the 
comer  of  Mississippi  and  Congress. 
Only  a  few  weeks  later,  the  editor,  A. 
L.  Goodrich,  moved  into  the  front  of¬ 
fice,  across  from  the  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  Chester  Quarles.  Mrs.  Smith  and 
I  moved  into  the  tiny  cubbyhole  of  an 
outo*  office,  (just  room  for  our  desks, 
pushed  together  L-shape,  and  a  nar¬ 
row  pathway  for  visitors  to  the  editor^ 
office  to  squeeze  by  us.)  One  advan¬ 
tage:  We  could  see  out  the  front  win¬ 
dow  to  watch  any  exciting  events  at 
the  state  Capitol. 

My  Rrst  Sunday  in  Jackson,  after  I 
began  work  for  the  Record  on  May  20, 
1963,  Mrs.  Smith  and  her  husband, 
Doss,  invited  me  to  be  their  guests  for 
lunch.  After  I  visited  their  church, 
V4n  Winkle,  we  ate  at  the  Jitney 
Junde  cafeteria  on  (Capitol  Street,  a 
blodc  and  a  half  fmn  the  Old  (Capitol. 

Ihat  hdl,  her  daughter,  Daunie  Jean 
Nettles,  a  framer  ^torial  assistant 
for  the  Baptist  Record,  worked  in  my 
place  so  I  could  return  to 
Southwestern  Seminary  for  a  final 
semester. 

In  August  1955,  when  I  returned 
home  frran  a  summer  tour  of  Europe, 
W.  D.  and  I  set  our  wedding  date  one 
month  later.  Since  n^y  own  parents  liv¬ 
ed  330  miles  away,  Mrs.  Smith  set  to 
work  to  help  me  plan  my  wedding, 
and  took  chaii^  of  many  ot  the  detain 
of  the  reception.  On  Se^mber  25,  at 
First  Church,  Jacksons  chapel,  at  4 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  her  3-vear-okl 
granddaughter,  Cynthia  Nettles, 


flower  girl  in  our  wedding,  wore  a 
white  dress,  a  replica  of  mine 

Before  1953,  Mrs.  Smith  had  already 
wraked  with  the  Baptist  Record  for  10 
years.  For  11  mrae,  she  and  I  shared 
that  tiny  office,  and  became  the 
closest  of  friends.  We  talked  to  each 
other  of  our  past  and  of  our  future,  of 
our  annoyances  and  of  our  victraiies, 
of  our  jo^  and  our  sorrows.  She  fill¬ 
ed  me  in  on  all  kinds  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  background  that  I  needed  to 
kn^. 

She  talked  to  me  about  her  diildren, 
Daunie  Jean  and  Eldgar,  and  her 
grandchildren,  Cynthia,  Sheryl,  and 
uttle  Edgar.  I  talked  to  her  about  my 
family. 

During  da^  in  the  “old”  Baptist 
Building,  we  had  coffee  breaks  around 
a  big  white  table,  in  a  small  basement 
kitimen.  Mrs.  Smith  would  bring  cakes 
to  serve  with  our  coffee  One  of  her 
best  was  date-nut  cake  Here’s  the 
recipe  she  gave  me  and  that  I\’e  kept 
in  my  coolring  scrapbook: 


1 1 

I  ea^  mgar 

1  Ik^  tnmMt  rtmi 

ieut 

4  I 
I  ( 

I  < 

I  I 

m< 

1  cap  fraah  traaga  Jalcc 
ti 


«a  aaS  MaaS  la 
I  rM.  AM  aggi  aaaat  a  tlaM,  kaaUag  aaS 
,  SMI  flaar  aaS  fcaklag  gaaSar 
lagelSw.  AM  «m  tag  la  aalt  aM  Mtaa,  aUaiag 
aa  aa  la  itgaralt  aaS  caat  aaS.  raM  h  gacaa  Aala 
aUxtara.  Baka  la  ireaaaS  HaaraS  taka  gaa  (M  x 
4  Incfaaa)  at  350  dtcreaa  (or  1  hour  aad  M  Biiaiitaa. 

RaoMia  from  pan  aad  turn  upalde  doan.  Piarca 
ttrough  cake  arift  metal  ihea^w  or  lea  nick  at  doaa 
inlerrala  Dtaaotva  augar  in  oranee  juice  and  pour 
over  kot  cake.  Cook  betee  cutting. 

Twenty-six  years  after  her  retire¬ 
ment  she  died  of  congestive  heart 
failure,  at  age  88,  on  June  27  of  this 


Mississippians  around  the  picnic  table  at  the  national  (X>M 

By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

“Vive  La  Bonne  Nouvelle  (Long 
Live  the  Good  News)!  The  1990  Na¬ 
tional  Rally  of  Campers  on  Mission 
took  place  June  19-24  in  French- 
speaking  south  Louisiana.  Campers 
from  across  the  nation  gathered  at 
Harry  Smith  Lodge,  Broussard,  in  the 
heart  of  (^jun  country.  Among  them 
were  23  camping  units  from 
Mississippi. 

The  group  heard  testimonies  and 
special  music  and  took  part  in  a  mis¬ 
sions  fair  and  an  arts  a^  crafts  fair. 

Louisiana  Clampers  on  Mission  (Ford 
Fallin,  president)  and  the  Louisiana 
Disaster  Van  served  two  of  the  even¬ 
ing  meals. 

John  Gilbert,  Louisiana,  retired 
director  of  missions  who  has 
Mississippi  roots,  spiAe  on  Friday 
night.  Mark  Short,  executive  director, 

Louisiana  Baptist  Convention, 
brought  the  Sunday  morning 
message 

Saturday  morning  conferences 
covered  a  variety  of  subjects  such  as 
RV  maintenance  tips,  electrical  safe¬ 
ty  at  the  campsite  and  home,  hosting 
a  national  rally,  disaster  relief 
volunteers  in  mission  building  pro¬ 
jects,  using  humor  and/ra*  magic  in 
missions,  resort  ministries,  musk  and 
drama,  fairs  and  festivals.  Also,  fra- 
the  first  time,  a  WMU  conference  was 
added  to  the  C.O.M.  agenda.  Nelda 
Seal,  director,  Louisiana  WMU,  led  it. 

One  of  the  most  pi^xilar  conferences 
was  “Cajw  (booking.” 

Ekl  Schilling  was  chairman  of  the 
national  rally. 

A  group  of  Mississippi  campers  left 
Broussard  early  Siu^y  morning, 

June  24,  to  travel  to  Hope,  Ark.,  whero 
they  were  to  be  involved  in  a  week- 
long  volunteer  mission  (mject  at  a 
center  for  ministry  to  migrants. 


Harlan  and  Aline  Byrd  of  Lucedale. 


Mississippians  meet  for  coffee  at  Harry  Smith  Lodge,  Broussard.  La.  This  group 
was  part  of  23  family  camping  units  from  the  state  at  the  National  Campers  on  Mis¬ 
sion  Rally.  Left  to  right  are  Jesse  and  Ineil  McMillan  of  Kosciusko;  Marie  Hughes 
of  Brookhaven;  and  Agnes  Worrell  of  Ackerman.  Mrs.  Worrell's  husband,  Bruce  (Red) 
Worrell,  is  vice  president  of  Mississippi  COM. 


Bulletin 


Louisiana  Disaster  Relief  personnel  cook  supper  for  campers. 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board,  SBC, 
raports  that  all  missionaries  are  safe, 
following  an  earthcpke  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  this  week.  Earl  and  Marjorie 
Kelly,  have  been  missionaries  in  the 
Philippines  this  year.  However,  this 
week  they  were  reportedly  in 
Bar 


year. 
HOT  a 


r.  I  miss  h^  though  I  had  not  seen 
as  often  in  recent  years.  It  was 
good  to  know  she  would  be  there  to 
listen  any  time  I  called,  or  to  answer 
quesrions  about  people  and  events  of 
me  past. 

When  I  heard  of  her  death,  I  im¬ 
mediately  thought  of  my  last  visit 
with  her,  whrai  Mama  and  I  went  to 
see  her.  As  we  were  leaving,  she  hugg¬ 
ed  me  and  said  to  Mama,  “Anne  is 
mine,  too.”  And  I  told  her,  “I  love  you. 
I’ve  always  thou^t  of  you  as  my 
Jackson  mother.”  I’m  grateful  that  for 
37  years  she  was  my  faithful  friend. 


Sid  Cruthirds  of  Ocean  Springs  and  Mary  and  Howard  Conner  of  Smithdale  were 
among  Mississippians  in  Broussard.  The  Conners  were  getting  ready  to  fold  their 
pop-up  and  spend  the  night  in  someone  else’s  camper,  since  they  wanted  to  leave 
early  next  morning  to  work  in  a  migrant  mission  project  in  Hope,  Ark. 
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Students  work 
on  church 
in  Leningrad 

Ingouf  outlined  events 'related  to  (Continued  from  page  3) 

security  in  the  Philippines  since  May,  Oaklahd  Church,  (kHrinth  and  a  stu- 
when  Philippine  Baptist  leaders  dent  at  Northeast  Mississippi  <3om- 


Embassy  warns 
mission  groups 


in  Israel 


(Continued  from  page  3)  other  (Christian  groups  in  Israel, 

large,  elaborate  structure  on  the  pro-  It  is  considered  one  of  the  most  (Continued  from  page  3) 

perty,  much  as  Mormons  .from  signiflcant  ministry  operations  for  ihnnessee  expected  to  go  (m  as 
America  have  done  on  the  Mount  of  Baptists  throughout  the  laddie  E^t.  planned. 

Olives  near  Jerusalem.  A  million  expansion  of  the  village 

Southern  Baptist  representatives  will  begin  as  soon  as  final  legal 
have  informed  the  city  government  clearances  are  obtained  from  fttah 
that  such  char^  are  unfounded,  that  Tiqva  authorities, 
th^  have  no  plans  at  present  for  fur-  Baptists  have  offered  the  city 
ther  developments.  Baptists  say  the  anotter  piece  of  land,  across  a 
city  has  agreed  to  publish  a  response  highway  and  furtho’  fnnn  the  village 
from  Baptists  to  the  earlier  charges,  complex,  to  accommodate  the  trash 
Southern  Baptist  representative  facility,  but  officials  rejected  it  Some 
Ibm  Hocutt  said  the  zoning  dispute  is  Southern  Baptist  representatives  say 


trmal  operation.”  and  threats  against  Amerk^  service  Tim  Muse,  a  member  of  CSirist 

Ml  said  the  meetii^  had  a  personnel.  (Ihurch,  Greenwood,  and  a  student  at 

lous”  tone.  “They  didn’t  say  It  also  cited  the  threat  issued  to  the  Mississippi  Delta  Junior  Colley; 
targets.  They  Ad  say  we  American  missionary  organization  in  John  Works,  a  member  of  First 
XMi^dered  targets  nm».  Un-  the  Philippines  and  a  decision  by  the  (Thurch,  Starkville,  and  a  student  at 
til  now.  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  U.S.  Peace  Corps  on  June  27  to  remove  Mississippi  State  University  (he 

frustrating,  especially  in  light  id  why  insistence  on  haviiig  the  facility  so  have  repeated  said  diey  have  not  felt  261  volunteers.  Peace  Cforps  vohmteer  hometown  is  Jonesbwo,  Ark.) ;  David 

Southern  Baptists  located  there  In  close  to  the  village  indicates  anti-  they  w«e  being  targeted  the  NPA,  Timothy  Swanson,  26,  was  apparent-  Price,  a  member  of  Daniel  Memorial 

the  late  1960s  Baptists  had  bought  a  Christian  sentiment.  despite  threats  to  other  Americans,  ly  abducted  ly  communist  guerrillas  Church,  Jackson,  and  a  student  at 

piece  of  property  in  the  Jewish  part  Hocutt  said  no  apparent  connection  U.S.  F.mhaasy  officials  advised  mis-  June  13  from  his  home  in  the  village  Mississippi  CoUe^ 

of  Jerusalem  for  development  but  exists  between  seizure  of  property  at  sionaries  to  ‘Imp  a  low  profile”  and  of  Patag.  Leaders  of  tte  group  will  be  Joe 

sold  it  after  strong  objections  from  a  Bai^t  Village  and  Jerusalm  House,  to  take  precautions  such  as  avoiding  Stewart  plans  to  mve  backgroui^  Cobb  and  Tom  McLaughlin.  Cobb  is 

nearby  training  school  for  rabbis,  noting  that  two  different  traveling  alone,  at  night  or  in  areas  (rf  information  to  the  vmmteers,  but  said  BaptistStudentUniontmectoatNor- 

South^  Baptists  sold  the  property  to  municipalities  are  involved,  known  ^A  activity.  be  expects  them  to  go  to  Mindanao  as  theast  Mississippi  Commun^  Col- 

the  training  school,  then  bought  the  Repi^ntative  John  Anthony  is  ex-  After  the  meeting,  mission  ad-  scheouled.  The  24  volunteers  from  lege  and  a  memter  of  First  (Aurdi, 

present  Jerusalem  House  location  in  ploring  whether  such  property  ministrators  notified  the  170  Southern  Ihnnessee  and  one  from  Texas  will  Booneville.  McLaughlin  is  B^  diiec- 

1968.  seizures  violate  treaty  agreements  Baptist  mission  workers  of  the  situa-  divide  into  eight  teams  working  in  tor  at  Mississippi  Delta  (Community 

Hocutt  said  he  and  others  are  work-  between  the  United  States  and  Israel,  tion,  said  Waldron.  Missionaries  in  about  10  churches  on  Mindanao  in  C^egeandisamembercrfEiastwood 

ing  with  Naomi  Tisdeale,  the  city’s  Baptists  are  mounting  a  legal  more  remote  areas  were  offered  the  crusades  and  various  outreach  Church,  Indianola. 

liaison  for  the  Christian  community,  challenge  to  the  Baptist  Village  con-  option  (rf  moving  into  missionary  ministries. 

to  get  the  property  zoning  changed,  demnation  proceedings  because  the  h^ing  in  areas  considered  more  Ingouf  has  explained  to  Stewart  and 
No  final  decision  has  been  reached  city  began  the  process  two  years  ago  secure  if  thty  feel  in  danger,  he  said,  to  journeymen  that  their  work  will  be 
yet.  but  precluded  village  objections  ^  Missionaries  and  Philippine  Bap-  in  areas  not  considered  major  risks. 

In  a  second  case,  the  city  of  Petah  never  informing  the  village  about  tists  plan  to  host  a  Ibnnessee  Baptist  but  “no  one  can  guarantee  any  area 

Tiqva,  near  Ihl  Aviv,  has  begun  con-  what  they  were  doing.  The  law  sets  volunteer  group  headed  for  the  is  without  risk,”  be  said, 

demnation  proceedings  to  take  1.2S  forth  notification  requirements  in  southern  Philippine  island  of  Min-  “We’re  taking,  the  advice  and  the 
acres  of  pro^rty  belonging  to  Baptist  such  condemnation  proce^ngs.  danao  Aug.  2-15.  Also,  eight  Foreign  counsel  of  the  leadership  at  the 
Village  for  use  in  constructing  a  Recently,  the  Israeli  attorney  Mission  Board  journeymen  are  Foreign  Mission  Board  a^  of  our 
regional  trash  processing  center,  general’s  office  told  city  officials  ttot  scheduled  to  begin  two-year  terms  of  missionaries  in  the  Philippines,”  said 

Plans  call  for  trash  to  be  trucked  in  Baptists  have  a  strong  case  on  service  in  the  Philippines  in  early  Stewart. 

to  the  center  from  throughout  a  wide  resist!^  the  taking  of  their  property,  August.  The  canceled  summer  missions 

region,  compacted  in  large  compac-  but  it  is  uncertain  when  a  final  d^i-  John  Ingouf,  a  Foreign  Missim  project  included  mostly  “ineiqienenc- 

ting  machines,  then  carri^  elsewhere  sion  will  be  reached.  City  officials  Board  administratiM'  for  Southern  ed  college  students”  who  would  have 

for  disposal.  have  indicated  uncrfficially  that  even  Asia  and  the  Pad^  has  sent  a  detail-  lived  in  Filipino  homes  in  more 

Southern  Baptist  representatives  if  thev  lose  the  current  case,  they  will  ed  advisory  explaining  the  Philippine  remote  areas,  he  said.  ‘There  was 

fear  the  facility  will  spoil  the  village’s  simply  start  another  con^mnation  situation  to  journeymen  ana  to  just  too  much  risk.” 

quiet,  rural  nature  with  odors,  loose  procure,  this  time  giving  proper  Clarence  Stewairt,  the  'Ihnnessee  coor-  The  .State  Department  has  issued 

trash,  and  noise  from  machinery.  notice.  dinator  for  the  volunteer  project.  travel  advisories  for  certain  areas  of 

‘The  prevailing  winds  are  from  the  the  Philippines,  but  travders  have  not 

west,  so  we’re  likely  to  get  the  smell  ^  been  advued  to  stay  away  or  leave, 

of  the  facility,”  Hocutt  said.  A  trash  Philippine  military  said  in  late 

compacting  plant  and  dozens  of  ^r-  l\0C01JllOll  Will  llOllOl  J7  ISllOx  June  that  rebels  in  Manila  |dan  to 


SOCIAL  WORKER  for  maternity 
home  setting  of  a  national 
Soathem  Baptist  agency.  MSW 
preferred,  BSW  consider^.  Must 
have  casework  skills.  Send 
RESUME  to  Director,  Sellers  Bap¬ 
tist  Home,  2010  Peniston  St.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70115. 


YOUTH  DIRECTORS  —  Make 
reservations  for  your  group  at  “All 
Night  Skate”  July  27  during  Youth 
Night  in  Jackson.  Lakeland 
Skating  Center,  (Ml)  932-5323. 


staff  changes 


Immanuel  Chnrck,  CleveUnd,  has 
calledJohnS.  Ctendinning^as  minister 
of  nuBK  and  educatkn,  dSective  June 
17.  He  received  his 
education  from 
Samford  Universi¬ 
ty,  Birmingham, 
Ala.  and  South¬ 
western  Seminary. 
His  previous  place 
of  service  was 
Georgetown 
Church,  Pottsboro, 
Texas.  Tommy 
f  aendimiing  Arinder  is  pastor. 

>'  New  Hope  Church,  Gulfport,  has 
called  new  staff  members.  They  are 
David  DePriest,  minister  music; 
Richard  Jones,  minister  to  students; 
and  Olen  Breland,  minister  to  senior 
adults. 

•■I 

0, 

o  Raymond  Church,  Raymond,  has 
called  Timothy  L.  Martin  as  minister 
joi  youth,  effective  June  3.  IBsprevious 
place  of  service  was  First  Church  of 
ensley,  Pensacola,  Fla.  He  attended 
Pensacola  Junior  (Allege,  Pensacola, 
and  will  receive  a  degm  in  religiwi 
and  philos(q)hy  at  Mi^ssipin  Cdlege 

r  ^ 

Jay  Ingram,  a  member  of  Parkway 
Xhurch,  Jackson,  has  accepted  a  call 
from  RoxImho  Church,  N.C.  as  min¬ 
ister  of  youth  and 
education,  effec¬ 
tive  April  22.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College 
and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  A  na¬ 
tive  of  Jackson,  he 
has  served  as 
youth  intonn  at  Col- 
onial  Heights 
Ingram  Church,  Jacl^n, 

F  and  minister  of 

youth  at  Locust  Street  Church  in 

'McComb. 

i'  Timothy  Hawkins  has  resigned  ef- 
ifective  June  27  as  director  (rf  music 
and  youth  at  Junipn-  Grove  Church  in 
tPoplarville  after  serving  for  two 
years.  A  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
-^minary,  he  has  accepted  a  position 
Jn  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  . 

Ii 

’Bast  Moss  Point  Church.  Moss 
Point,  has  called  Walter  L.  Blakeney 
'is  minister  of  music  and  youth,  effec- 
^ve  July  8.  A  native  of  Jackson,  he 
receivea  his  education  at  Mobile  Col- 


le^  His  previous  place  of  service  was 
Chisholm  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala. 


Daryl  Otter  of  Broakhaven  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  call  to  Providence  Church, 
Lawrence  County,  as  full-time  pastor. 
Oster  has  been  serving  this  &urch 
since  the  fall  of  1967.  He  holds  a 
master  of  theology  degree  and  is  con¬ 
tinuing  his  education  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Becker  Church,  Monroe  Associa¬ 
tion,  has  called  Butch  Sanders  of 
Amory  as  minister  of  musk,  effective 
Bfay  20.  His  previous  place  ^  service 
was  Bigbee  Church  in  Amcry.  He 
received  his  education  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Mississippi.  George  Henley  is 
pastw. 

Lawn  Haven  Church.  Jones 
Association,  has  called  Burl  West  as 
its  new  pastor,  effective  July  29.  West 
is  moving  from 
Smithtown  Church 
in  Mobile,  Ala. 
where  he  has  serv¬ 
ed  as  pastor  for  the 
past  seven  years. 

West  is  a  1963 
graduate  of  Mobile 
College.  He  is  cur¬ 
rently  working  on 
the  requirements 

West  ®  master  of 

arts  degree  in 
theology  from  the  college 

Terry  Williams,  former  pastor  of 
Meadowview  Church,  Starkville, 
began  his  ministry  with  First  Church, 
Batesville,  on  July  15. 

Claude  Howe,  a  professor  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  is  interim  pastor 
at  Juniper  Grove  Church.  Mrs.  Doris 
Traylor,  a  member,  is  serving  as  song 
director. 

Holly  Church.  Corinth,  has  called 
Jerry  Fuqua  as  minister  of  youth,  ef¬ 
fective  March  4.  A  native  of  Corinth, 
he  received  his  education  from 
Mississippi  State  University  and  Mid- 
America  Seminary.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  acting  minister 
of  youth  at  Thte  Street  Church  in 
Corinth. 

Bill  Blount  has  resigned  Black 
Hawk  Church  in  CarroU-Montgomery 
Association,  as  pastor.  He  was 
presented  with  a  plaque  and  gift. 

Vaiden  Church,  CarroU- 
Montgomery  Association,  has  called 
Joy  Vaughn  from  West  as  youth  and 
children’s  director  for  the  summer. 
Leon  Holly  is  pastor. 

Carrollton  Church,  CarroU- 
Montgomery  AssociaUon,  has  called 
Richie  Edwards  as  summer  youth 
director.  Kevin  Simmons  is  pastor. 


!^ames  in  the  news 


;  Pluaaant  Ridgo  Church  in  Woodland, 
Chickasaw  County,  honored  Banco 
Streeter  on  his  retirement  with  a  dinner 
;and  gift.  He  served  40  years  as  music 
idirector.  Pictured  are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Streeter. 

Higdon  Boyd  Herrington,  17,  was 
liceitted  to  the  gospel  ministry  by 
First  Church,  Mathiston,  on  July  8.  He 
is  the  son  of  Higdon  Herrington, 
pastor.  First  Chuitm,  Mathiston,  and 
Mrs.  Herrington.  He  is  available  for 
supply  preaching  or  interim  work, 
and  may  be  contacted  by  calling 
263-5323  OT  263-5204. 


NASHVILLE  -  Jay  Wells,  coor¬ 
dinator  for  black  church  development 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  has  been  named  manager  of 
the  black  church  development  section 
in  the  board’s  special  ministries 
department. 

Wells,  43,  assumes  the  new  role  Ju¬ 
ly  1,  replacing  Sid  Smith  who  has 
resigned. 


Pat  Gentry,  a  missionary 
journeyman  in  Liberia,  West  Africa, 
will  sp^  and  show  curios  and  slides 
oi  his  mission  wmic  Sunday  night,  Ju¬ 
ly  22,  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Wynndale 
(%ur^  on  Springridge  Road.  He  has 
just  return^  from  a  two-year  ap¬ 
pointment  with  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board.  His  ffnal  assig^ent  with  the 
FMB  will  be  a  de-brieflng  in  early 
August  at  the  Missionary  Learning 
Center  in  Rockville,  Va. 


WMU  leaders 
can  train 
in  August 

’n-mninglfM'  local  church  Woman’s 
Missionarv  Union  leaders  is  available 
in  three  fuaces  and  on  several  dates 
in  August. 

This  training  has  been  prepared  for 
virtually  every  age  group  leader,  both 
the  expmenoed  aid  inexperienced. 

Participants  can  choose  either  a 
day  or  an  evening  sessicm  toe  conve¬ 
nience  Day  sessions  begin  at  9:30 
a.m.  and  conclude  at  2:30  p.m.  Even¬ 
ing  sessions  begin  at  6:30  p.m.  and 
collude  at  9. 

Dates  and  places  for  these  training 
sessions  include  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton  (choose  dtber  a  day  session 
or  an  evening  session) :  Aug.  6  at  6:30 
pm.;  Aug.  7  at  either  9:30  am  or  6:30 
pm.;  Aug.  8, 9, 10,  or  11,  each  at  9:30 
a.m.; 

North  Oxford  Church,  Oxford,  Aug. 
13  at  6:30  pm.,  or  Aug.  14  at  9:30  a.m. ; 
First  Chund),  GulQxxt,  Aug.  13  at  6:30 
pm.,  or  Aug.  14  at  9:30  a.m. 

For  the  (jamp  Garaywa  meetings 
there  will  be  a  charge  of  $4.50  per  p^- 
son  which  includes  lunch  and  in¬ 
surance  Fw  the  Oxford  and  Gulfport 
sessions,  there  is  no  cost  but  par¬ 
ticipants  are  asked  to  bring  a  sack 
lun^;  beverages  will  be  available. 

Also,  participants  are  asked  to 
bring  age  level  materials  to  their 
meeting. 

The  programs  each  include  a  mis¬ 
sionary  testimony,  an  overview  of  the 
WMU  year,  and  conferences  geared 
toward  the  needs 'of  the  various  of¬ 
ficers,  according  to  organizer  Ashley 
McClaleb,  consultant  in  the  Mississip 
pi  Baptist  WMU  office. 

Theme  of  the  sessions  is  “Em¬ 
powered.”  At  Garaywa,  retired  mis¬ 
sionaries  Charles  and  Indy  Whitten 
will  be  speaking  to  each  group. 

Extension  center 
announces 
Term  I  schedule 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  schedule  (rf 
classes  has  been  announced  for  Tbrm 
I  of  the  1990-91  academic  year  at  the 
Clinton  and  Newton,  Miss.,  extension 
centers  of  New  Orleans  Seminary, 

All  courses  accredited  for  the 
master  of  divinity  and  master  of  arts 
in  Christian  education  degree  pro¬ 
grams  are  held  at  Mississippi  College 
Courses  for  the  associate  of  divinity 
degree  program  are  held  at  Clarke 
College. 

Registration  for  master’s  level 
courses  will  be  at  1  pm.,  Aug.  27,  at 
Mississippi  College  CTas^  will  meet 
on  Mondays,  Aug.  27-Oct.  15. 

Master’s  level  courses  offered  dur¬ 
ing  Tterm  I  will  be  “History  of  the  Bap 
tists”  (1-5  pm.),  and  “Introduction  to 
the  New  Testament”  (6-10  pm.) 

Registration  fw  the  associate’s  level 
courses,  “Interpreting  Exodus” 
(6:30-10  pm.  Mondays),  and  “Inter¬ 
preting  Romans”  (6:30-10  p.m. 
Tuesdays),  will  be  at  6  pm.,  Aug.  27. 

Missionary 

news 

Retired  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Sara  Lou  Patterson  of  South 
Carolina  died  June  13  after  an  extend¬ 
ed  illness.  She  was  a  missionary  for 
41  years  in  Nigeria.  With  her  husband, 
the  late  I.  N.  Patterson,  she  also 
helped  open  Southern  Baptist  mission 
work  in  Ghana.  She  was  89. 

Susan  Puckett,  missionary  to 
^Taiwan,  is  in  the  States  for  furlough 
(address:  Rt.  7,  Box  3570,  Chlumbus, 
MS  39701),  her  hometown. 
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Interstate  Church,  Shaw,  to  have 
50th  anniversary  and  dedication 


Interstate  Church,  Shaw,  Btdivar 
Association,  will  celebrate  its  SOth  an- 
nivosary  and  hold  dedication  for  its 
church  building,  July  29.  The 
speakers  fcM*  the  anniversary  at  11 

S.m.  will  be  Grady  Goodman, 
ackson,  Ala.,  and  J.  D.  Joslin,  Sar¬ 
dis,  both  former  pasUars. 

The  dedicatko  ^  be  held  at  2  p.m. 

Homecomings 


Second  Church,  Calhoun  City:  Ju¬ 
ly  22;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship  11  a.m.;  limch,  f^owship  hall; 
afternoon  servi^  1:30;  open  house  of 
the  new  pastorium;  Daimy  Spatlin, 
messa«;  revival,  July  23-27,  at  7:30 
pm.;  ^rl  Morris,  pastor. 

West  Jackson  Church,  Jackson:  Ju¬ 
ly  29;  11a.m.;  dinno'ingym;  no  night 
services;  Bill  Jones,  Madison,  guest 
speaker;  Larry  H.  Dunlap,  pastor. 

Corinth  Church,  DeKalb  (Kemper) : 
July  22;  U  a.m. ;  covered  dish  diiuier 
in  fellowship  hall  at  noon;  7  pm.  ser¬ 
vice;  Daimy  Moss,  Meridian,  guest 
speaker;  Wayne  L.  Carlisle,  pastor. 


with  Hollis  Bryant,  consultant, 
Cfoopmtive  Missions  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  as  guest  speaker.  Others  on 
wogram  will  include  W.  D.  Kirk, 
formo'  pastor,  of  Indianola.  Robert 
E.  Haney  is  pastor. 

Monroe  will 
sponsor  crusade 

Athens  Church  will  be  the  host 
church  for  the  Jimmy  Nettles 
Crusade  for  Christ,  sprmsored  by 
Monroe  Association,  on  Aug.  5-8. 

Nettles,  from  Fbrt  Wor^  Texas,  has 
been  a  full-time  evangelist  siime  1966. 
He  has  preached  in  46  states  and  also 
in  the  foreign  countries  of  India, 
Japan,  (jermaity,  and  the  city  of  Hong 
Kong. 

Services  will  be  at  11  a.m.  and  6 
pm.  on  Sunday  and  7  pm.  Mon.-Wed. 
Julian  Thompson  is  ^stor. 

Antioch  Church.  Columbus 
(Lowndes):  July  22;  worship  11  a.m. ; 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon; 
Carey  Sansing,  Columbus,  guest 
speaker;  Jimmy  Harrington,  pastor. 


Revival  dates 


Harmony  Church,  Louisville 
(Winston):  July  22-27;  Sunday, 
regular  services;  Mon.-Fri.,  10:30 
a.m.  and  7:30  pm.;  Bill  Henderson, 
Temple  Church,  Forest,  evangelist; 
Don  Wallace,  Harmony  Church, 
Louisville,  music;  Jerry  Lundy, 
pastor.* 

Mt.  Olive  Church,  CoUa:  July  22-27; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  evening  services . 
at  7:30;  Stanley  Nowell,  Immanuel 
Church,  Greenwood,  visiting 
preacher,  and  Larry  Edwards,  pastor, 
holding  services;  Gary  Lewis  and 
Lynda  Lewis,  music. 

Williamsburg  Church,  Collins  (Cov¬ 
ington):  July  22-27;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  pm.;  Mon.-Fil.,  7:30  pm.;  M. 
L.  Faler,  Woolmarket  Church, 
Gulfport,  evangelist;  Robert  (Bob)  D. 
Thames,  Willow  Grove  Church,  Chl- 
lins,  music;  Glen  W.  Smith,  pastor. 

First,  Fannin  (Rankin):  July  22-25; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Sun.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.; 
Chrl  ^vell,  evangelist;  Bill  (Hark, 
music ;  Fred  Thrpley,  pastor. 

Elm  Church,  Quitman  (Clarke): 
July  22-25;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  pm. ; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm.;  John  D.  Wilton, 
Long  Beach,  evangelist;  Randy 
Makemson,  pastor. 

Cloverdale  (fhurch,  Natchez 
(Adams):  July  30-Aug.  5;  7  nightly; 
Lisemby  Family,  Kingsland,  Ark., 
evangelist  and  music;  Weyland 
Gauntt,  pastor. 

Sulphur  Springs  Church,  Conehat- 
ta  (Newton):  July  22-2?;  Sunday,  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  pm.;  Cliford 
Rice,  Campbell,  Mo.,  evangelist; 
TVavis  Watkins,  Lake,  music;  Danny 
R.  Ellis,  pastor. 

Antioch  (Rankin):  July  22-27; 
homecoming,  July  22;  Suixlay  School, 
10  a.m.,  worship  service,  11  a.m.; 
evening  service,  7  pm.;  Mon.-Fri., 
10:45  a.m.,  7:30  pm.;  Alan  Balliet, 
evangelist;  Larry  Duncan,  pastor. 

Military.  Sumrall:  July  22-27;  Sun¬ 
day  services,  11  a.m.,  2  p.m.; 
weeknights,  7  pm.;  Fred  Robertson, 
Bomar  Church,  Vicksburg, 
evangelist;  Randy  McLeod,  Houston 
Chur^,  Laurel,  music;  0.  B.  Robert¬ 
son,  pastor. 


Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  Bogue  Chit- 
to:  July  22-26^.  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
1:30  pm.,  covered  dish  will  follow 
morning  service;  weekday  services, 
10:30  a.m.  and  7  pm.;  David  Green, 
Broadmoor  Church,  Gulfport, 
evangelist ;  Anthony  Yarborough, 
pastor.  _ 

Noxapater  Church,  Noxapater:  Ju¬ 
ly  29-Aug.  3;  Jerry  Oswalt,  assistant 
professor  of  preaching.  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  evangelist;  Todd  Vance, 
minister  of  music,  Mt.  Horeb  Church, 
Meridian,  music;  services,  11  a.m. 
and  6:15  pm.,  Sunday;  noon  and  7 
pm.,  Mon.-Fii.;  Wayne  Sanders, 
pastor. 

Clear  Branch  Church,  Florence: 
July  22-26;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  with  noon 
meal  following,  and  7:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Thur.,  7:30  pm.;  Wade  CTiappell, 
evangelist;  Richard  Sparks,  music; 
R.  C.  Rice,  pastor 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Prentiss  (Jeff 
Davis):  July  22-27;  Sunday,  11  pm. 
with  fellowship  dinner  after  service; 
1:30  pm.  service  to  follow;  7  pm.  ser¬ 
vice,  Mon.-Fri.;  Don  Dobson,  pastor, 
Collins  Church,  visiting  evangelist; 
Frank  Creel,  music;  Murray  Hux, 
pastor. 

Corinth  Church,  DeKalb  (Kemper): 
July  22-27;  Sunday,  11  a.m. ;  Sun.-Fri., 
7  pm.;  Danny  Moss,  Macedonia, 
Meridian,  evangelist;  Ronny  Salter, 
DeKalb,  Corinth,  music;  Wayne  L. 
Carlisle,  pastor. 
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East  Fork  pastor  retires 


Just  for  the  Record 


Maurice  Wicker,  pastor  of  East 
Fork  Church,  Amite  County,  for  11 
years,  has  announced  his  retirement. 

effective  July  31. 
Preaching  for  41 
years,  he  was  li¬ 
censed  by  Calvary 
of  Smithdale  in 
1949  while  attend¬ 
ing  SMJC,  Sum¬ 
mit. 

Later  he  attend¬ 
ed  Clarke  College. 
In  1952  he  was 
graduated  from 
Wicker  Grand  Canyon  Col¬ 
lege  (now  Grand  Canyon  Baptist 
University)  Phoenix,  Ariz.  After  a 
pastorate  in  Nevada,  he  enrolled  in 
Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Mill  Valley, 
Calif.,  where  he  receiv^  the  master 
of  divinity  degree  in  1956. 

In  1950,  he  married  Martha  Lett  of 
Mobile,  l^y  have  a  daughter,  Jenny 
Faye  Wicker,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters-in-law,  Gerald  and  Mary 
Wicker,  Troy  and  Beth  Wicker,  all  of 
Smith(^le,  and  three  grandchildren 
(Laura,  Ben,  and  Tim).  His  wife,  Mar¬ 
tha,  is  an  elementary  teacher  in  the 
Amite  County  school  system. 

Pcacho  Church  of  Arizona,  his  first 
pastorate,  ordained  him  in  1951.  Other 
pastorates  have  included  First 
Church,  Boulder  City,  Nev.;  First 


Pastoral  care  seminar  set 


A  seminar  has  been  designed  to 
give  “an  overview  of  the  care-giving 
task  God  has  given  his  churches.” 

This  seminar  will  be  tau^t  on  Sept. 
11  at  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson. 

A  part  of  the  Key  Leader  series,  the 
seminar  is  entitl^  “Helping  People 
Through  Pastoral  Care”  It  is  for 
pastors,  staff  members,  deacons,  and 
directors  of  missions  and  is  designed 
to  increase  care-giving  skills  of  ^ose 
in  pastoral  ministry. 

James  Hightower,  a  consultant  in 
the  pastoral  leadership  section  of, the 


Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  will  be 
seminar  leader. 

Tbpics  include  “Caregivers  caring 
for  themselves,”  “The  power  of  listen¬ 
ing,”  and  “Preaching  caring  ser¬ 
mons.” 

The  seminar  costs  $10  per  person 
and  /c(^ers  lunch,  a  book,  and  other 
materials. 

Tb  register,  write  Julius  Thomp^n, 
director.  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  with  a  check 
for  $10  prior  to  Sept.  4. 


Devotional 


Southern  Church,  South  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Calif.;  Mt.  Vernon  Church, 
Amite  County;  Tangipahoa  Church 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Laurel 
Leesburg  (Dhurch,  Morton;  and  Haven 
Woods  (^urch.  Mobile,  Ala. 

Wicker  served  as  moderator  in  his 
local  associations  in  Arizona,  Califor¬ 
nia,  and  Mississippi,  as  well  as  in 
many  other  denominational  posts,  in¬ 
cluding  for  the  past  five  years  being 
a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

He  and  Mrs.  Wicker  will  occupy 
their  home  in  the  Calvary  Church 
conununity  on  Smithdale  Rrad  where 
he  grew  up  as  the  ninth  of  11  children 
of  Mrs.  Dollie  Wicker  and  the  late  W. 
A.  Wicker  of  Smithdale.  He  will  be 
available  for  pulpit  supply,  interim 
pastorates,  and  other  engagements. 


Reception  will 
honor  Wickers 

East  Fork  Church  will  hold  a  recep¬ 
tion  honoring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice 
F.  Wicker  upon  his  retirement  from 
the  full-time  ministry,  Sunday,  July 
29,  from  2  until  4  o’clock  p.m.  at  the 
East  Fork  Picnic  Shed. 


Planted  together  with  Christ 


The  youth  choir  of  Salem  Church, 
Collins,  will  present  the  musical 
drama,  “CJelebrate  Life!,”  by  Ragan 
Courtijey  and  Buryi  Red  in  two  per¬ 
formances.  The  first  performance  will 
be  at  their  church  on  July  22,  at  6:45 
p.m.  The  second  performance  will  be 
at  Salem  Springs  Church,  Mur¬ 
freesboro,  Ttenn.  on  Aug.  5. 

The  musical  director  is  Gwen  Keys 
Hitt  and  the  dramatic  director  is 
Ronald  Bishop.  Sound  technician  is 
Henry  Rogers.  Paul  Keys  is  construc¬ 
ting  stage  props. 

The  performers  are  Brandi  Boone, 
Buddy  Boone,  Dusty  Bryant,  Angel 
Gibs<m,  Carter  Hitt,  Kyle  Jones,  Shan¬ 
non  Mathis,  Ibra  McBeth,  Melinda 
Pritchett,  Sherry  Pritchett,  Paul 
Rogers,  Mark  Springfield,  Matt 
Springfield,  Kevin  Strebeck,  Pam 
Turner,  and  Stacy  Tbrner.  Performii^ 
at  the  Collins  performance  only  will 
be  Shannon  Bryant,  William  Fulton, 
Caroline  McQueen,  and  Ronda  Ross. 

Accompanying  the  group  to  Ten¬ 
nessee  will  be  Mrs.  Hitt,  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Jerry  Jones.  While  in  Mur¬ 
freesboro  for  one  week,  the  group  will 
also  direct  Bible  studies,  conduct 
community  surveys,  and  present  com¬ 
munity  concerts  in  malls  and  shop¬ 
ping  centers. 

Anding  Church  (Yazoo)  will  host  a 
concert  by  the  Magnolia  Quartet; 
Saturday,  July  21,  7  p.m.;  no  admis¬ 
sion,  but  a  love  offering  will  be  taken; 
Joe  Hill,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  will 
have  open  house  on  July  22  for  its 
renovated  sanctuary.  Special  services 
will  be  held  during  morning  services 
at  11  a.m.  A  reception  will  be  held  in 
fellowship  hall  from  2-4  p.m.  The 
building  committee  members  are 
Larry  Papizan,  Winfred  Hammack, 
James  Conn,  Terry  Marler,  Eldon 
Pitts,  Curtis  Lee,  Ragan  Walters,  Mrs. 
Mathis  Holt,  Mrs.  Joel  Haire,  Miss 
Mary  Dell  McCoy,  and  Mrs.  Wayne 
McDonald.  Contractors  were  Custom 
Church  Interiors,  Inc.  of  Brandon. 
Joel  E.  Haire  is  pastor. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church  (Lincoln)  will 
have  Lay  Renewal  Weekend,  July 
20-22.  Mahlon  Thomas  of  Long  Beach 
is  coordinattx'.  Floyd  F.  Higginbotham 
is  pastor. 


Jones  County  Junior  College  BSD  student  Amy  Cameron  (seated,  center)  leads 
a  Bible  study  for  older  girls  during  a  recent  SPOT  Mission  Trip  in  Houston. 


For  the  last  five  summers,  Jones 
County  Junior  College  BSU  has  gone 
to  Houston,  Texas  on  a  SPOT  Mission 
Trip  for  a  week  to  work  with  home 
missionary  Mildred  McWhorter. 

The  work  in  Houstmi  is  with  Spanish 
speaking  people  in  Uiree  centers. 
JCJC’s  BSU  works  with  hundreds  of 
adults  and  children.  Much  physical 
work  is  done.  The  students  cook  their 
own  meals  and  sleep  on  the  gym  floor. 
Fifteen  students  went  this  year  in¬ 
cluding  John  Sumner,  director  and 
Frank  Porter,  assistant  director  from 
Jones. 

Afer  the  drama  presentation  in  one 
service,  two  adults  were  saved.  In 
another  program  in  a  Mexican 
church,  three  boys  rededicated  their 
lives  to  Christ. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  at 
Good  Hope  Church,  Leake  County, 
June  25-29,  with  an  enrollment  of  51. 
Commencement  was  held  June  30  and 
a  fellowship  followed. 

Corinth  Church,  Heidelberg,  held 
Vacation  Bible  School,  June  25-29, 
with  an  enrollment  of  150  and  average 
attendance  of  137.  David  McKee  was 
director.  James  K.  'Ihylor  is  pastor. 

“Super  Sitters,”  a  bal^  sitting  class, 
will  be  offered  at  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center  on  Saturday,  July  28, 
from  8  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  in  the  Busey 
Auditorium.  The  class,  for  boys  and 
girls  ages  10-15  years,  costs  $10.00 
which  includes  lunch.  To  register  or 
receive  more  information,  contact 
Dene  Bass,  RN,  by  calling  968-1000. 


New  Hope  Church,  Gulfport,  will , 
have  Family  Super  Summer  Sunday 
Spectacular  on  July  29.  There  will  be  | 
dinner  on  the  grounds  following  the  ’ 
10:30  a.m.  service,  and  games  and  I 
fellowship  after  lunch.  A  service  will  | 
be  held  at  3  p.m.  > 

Oral  Church,  Sumrall,  Lamar 
Association,  held  Vacation  Bible  i 
School  June  25-28,  reports  Mrs.  Lor¬ 
raine  Fillingane.  B.  J.  Barrett  was  the 
director. 


Longviow  Heights  Church,  Olive 
Branch  (Northwest)  recently  dedicated 
the  addition  of  a  new  youth  building.  Pic¬ 
tured  are  members  of  the  expansion  com¬ 
mittee,  V.  E.  “Doc”  Haines,  chairman;  E. 
J.  Tidwell;  L.  C.  Vance;  Ben  Goff;  Tripp 
Wells;  Ed  Callahan,  youth  pastor;  and  J. 
Steven  Oelony,  pastor. 

Mike  and  Faye  Speck,  Owasso, 
Okla.,  will  be  in  omcert  at  Van  Winkle 
Church,  4240  Carver  Circle,  Sunday, 
July  22,  for  the  11  a.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice;  the  Specks  will  have  conducted 
a  crusade  at  NW  Rankin  School  July 
15-21;  Ferrell  Cork,  pastor. 


By  David  L.  Sellers 

For  if  we  have  been  planted  together  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  we  shall 
be  also  in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection  (Romans  6:5). 

Did  you  know  that  oranges  actually  come  from  lemon  trees?  That’s  ri^t, 
or  at  least  they  did  when  I  was  growing  up  in  the  citrus  belt  of  central  Florida. 
Here  is  the  reason. 

Lemon  trees  are  used  as  root  stock  for  orange  trees.  They 
have  a  better  root  system  than  orange  trees.  Therefore, 
when  a  lemon  tree  gets  about  three  feet  tall,  you  cut  an  in¬ 
verted  ‘T”  in  the  outer  bark  of  the  trunk.  You  then  peel  up 
the  bottom  of  outer  bark  and  slide  an  orange  bud  under  it. 
This  is  called  grafting. 

In  time,  the  orange  bud  takes  root  and  becomes  an  orange 
I  tree.  From  the  bud  down,  the  tree  remains  a  lemon  tree. 
From  the  bud  up,  it  develops  into  an  orange  tree.  With 
nutrients  and  water,  the  tree  grows.  As  it  grows,  the  tree 
I  becomes  less  visible  as  a  lemon  tree  and  more  visible  as 
an  orange  tree.  In  time,  the  tree  will  produce  oranges  rather 
than  lemons. 

This  is  what  happens  when  we  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior.  The 
bud  of  Christ  is  implanted  in  us  and  he  takes  over.  The  verb,  “planted  together,” 
means  “to  grow  up  together  with.”  It  speaks  of  a  living,  vital  union  of  two 
individuals  growing  up  together.  The  idea  is  that  we  are  growing  up  in  Christ. 

Just  as  the  lemon  tree  diminishes  and  the  orange  tree  increases,  we  begin 
to  die  to  self  and  Christ  becomes  a  greaterpart  of  our  life.  Just  as  the  ^id 
instantly  takes  root  and  gradually  grows,  (Thrist  instantly  brings  salvation 
and  gradually  grows  in  us. 

Where  we  once  were  self-centered  in  ourselves,  Christ  begins  to  grow  in  us 
where  we  will  become  “in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection.”  As  we  take  in 
spiritual  nutrition  of  prayer,  Bible  knowledge,  and  service,  we  begin  to  bear 
the  fruits  of  the  character  of  Christ. 

Paul’s  prayer  for  the  church  at  Colossae  was  that  they  “may  stand  perfect 
(mature)  and  complete  in  all  the  will  of  God”  (Colossians  4:12).  Christian 
maturity  can  only  increase  as  we  continue  to  let  our  lives  be  implanted  with 
the  life  of  Jesus  (?lunst. 

Sellers  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Collinsville. 


Sellers 


FBC  Lucodale  QAs  pictured  toft  to  right,  first  row:  Summer 
Davis  artd  Cassie  Dixon;  second  row:  Bethany  Barnhill,  Jen¬ 
nifer  Williams,  Amy  Johnson,  Roseann  Harvey,  Edie 
McEachern;  third  row:  Kristen  Smith,  Sarah  Johnson,  Selina 
Bullock;  fourth  row:  Ragan  McIntosh,  Alesha  Hentpstead, 


Courtney  Valentine,  Christina  Curd,  Ashley  Gilmore,  Amy 
Holland,  Kelly  Smith;  fifth  row:  Katherine  Davis,  Sarah  Fryfdgle. 
Robin  Platt.  Alison  O'Neal,  Jeana  Conner,  and  Mandi 
McEachern.  Girls  receiving  badges  and  not  pictured  were: 
Lacey  Rouse,  April  Holmes.  Missy  Schultz,  Rosemary  Roberts. 


First  Church,  Lucedale,  held  a  Girls 
in  Action  Recognition  Service,  May  20. 
The  theme  was  IN  HIS  NAME  - 
REACH,  TEACH,  TOUCH. 

The^G.A.’s  entered  the  sanctuary 
with  the  music  “Reach  Out  ind 
Ibuch”  being  plaved.  Mrs.  Donna 
Bragg  sang  “Reach  Out  and  Touch.” 
After  a  theme  introduction  by  Dolores 


Walker,  the  G.A.’s  sang  “Girls  in  Ac¬ 
tion.”  Grades  one  and  two  shared  Mis¬ 
sion  Adventure  work  using  IN  HIS 
NAME-REACH.  Grades  three  and 
four  shared  Mission  Adventure  work 
using  IN  HIS  NAME-TEACH  Grades 
five  and  six  shared  Mission  Adventure 
work  using  IN  HIS  NAME-TOUCH. 
The  following  G.A.’s  received  a  Mis¬ 
sion  Adventure  charm:  Robin  Platt, 


Jeana  Conner,  Mandi  McEachern, 
Alison  O’Neal,  and  Sarah  Fryfogle. 

Mrs.  Dolores  Walker  is  G.A.  Direc¬ 
tor.  Leaders  are:  Peggy  Curd,  Stacey 
Hempstead,  Julie  Rouse,  Carol 
Williams,  Dianne  DeVaughan,  Tam- 
mie  Caldwell,  Dana  Parker,  IJeWan- 
da  Platt,  Linda  Holland,  and  Nola 
Gilmore. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


‘‘As  Christians,  we  must  live  holy  lives 


By  Jim  Smith 

1  Peter  1:13-25.  2  Peter  1:1-U 

What  does  the  word  holy  mean  to  you?  The 
definition  that  I  like  best  states  that  it  is  the 
distinctive  mark  and  signature  of  the  divine,  the 
essential  nature  of  the 
sacred. 

It  is  easy  for  us  to 
recognize,  accept,  and 
ackn^ledge  that  God  is  ho¬ 
ly.  Why?  First,  because  the 
Bible  tells  us  that  God  is  ho¬ 
ly.  Second,  by  personal  ex¬ 
perience  the  Christian 
knows  that  God  is  what  he 
says  he  is.  It  is  man’s  nature 
Smith  ^  ^  worship  on¬ 

ly  that  which  we  revere,  and 
we  only  revere  that  which  we  feel  we  can  never 
become. 

But,  when  it  comes  to  considering  ourselves 
to  be  holy,  much  less  making  a  public  declara¬ 
tion  to  that  effect,  we  are  unable  to  think  of 
ourselves  in  that  light.  Why?  Because  we 
realize  that  “. . .  all  have  sinned  and  come  short 
of  the  glory  of  God,”  Romans  3:23,  and  we  know 
what  our  sins  are. 

.  Nevertheless,  God  through  his  Word,  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  calls  on  us  to  be  holy.  I^ter  tells  us  that  we 
are  saved  by  God  and  should  be  like  him.  We 
are  to  live  holy  lives.  When  we  become  Chris- 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


tians  we  are  not  saved  to  continue  to  live  as  we 
will  but  as  God  wills.  He  challenges  us  to 
prepare  our  minds  for  the  task.  We  are  to  gird 
them  up  as  a  man  of  Peter’s  day  would  gather 
up  the  tern  of  his  tunic  or  cloak  and  tuck  it  in¬ 
to  tus  belt  in  preparation  to  perform  hard  labor. 
We  are  to  foQow  the  example  of  Jesus  and  not 
seek  after  the  “easy”  waw  of  the  world. 

As  Christians,  we  must  be  holy  in  all  that  we 
do,  in  all  that  we  say,  and  in  all  that  we  think. 
Once  we  call  upon  God  for  salvation,  once  we 
make  that  commitment  to  him,  we  are  his.  He 
has  redeemed  us  (paid  the  price  for  us)  and  the 
price  was  not  paid  in  gold,  silver,  or  material 
possessions ;  but  it  was  paid  in  the  blood  of  his 
only  begotten  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 

But  what  did  he  redeem  us  from?  Certainly 
from  bon^ge  to  our  sins  but  also  from  the  con¬ 
demnation  ^  the  law  and  the  useless  traditions 
passed  from  father  to  son  by  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple.  Those  vain  traditions  tell  us  we  cannot  be 
holy  because  we  are  under  the  law.  Christ  gave 
meaning  and  purpose  to  life,  as  well  as  pro¬ 
viding  £e  means  of  salvation.  So,  being  bom 
again,  not  of  a  corruptible  nature,  but  to  an  in¬ 
corruptible  nature  by  the  grace  of  God  we 


should  strive  to  live  as  God  directs  us  in  1  Peter 
1:16  "...  Be  ye  holy;  for  I  am  holy”  (KJV). 

But  how  does  an  unholy,  sinful  person  go 
about  living  a  holy  life?  We  do  not  do  it  by  our 
own  righteousness  or  ability,  but  Peter  tells  us 
that  Grod  has  given  us  all  we  need  in,  by,  and 
through  our  knowledge  of  him.  Because  of  the 
great  promises  be  has  made  us  and  throu^  the 
indwelling  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  which  is  the 
downpayment  on  those  promises,  we  can  be 
partakers  of  his  divine  nature  So  we  see  that 
God  gives  us  the  ability  to  be  holy  as  he  is  ho¬ 
ly.  We  must  practice  being  what  we  have 
already  become  in  the  sight  of  God  through 
Jesus  Christ. 

Further,  we  must  walk  by  faith  (beyond  our 
saving  faith)  and  must  trust  in  him  for  the 
things  we  cannot  know  or  put  our  hands  on. 
Peter  admonishes  us  to  add  the  quality  of  ex¬ 
cellence  to  our  faith  (the  excellence  of  man  is 
to  do  the  will  of  God  and  become  more  Christ- 
like)  .  This  likeness  is  acquired  cmly  by  personal 
and  continuous  contact  with  Christ.  Then  we 
are  to  add  knowledge  —  knowledge  of  and 
his  will  and  his  ways.  lb  knowledge  we  should 
add  self  control.  We  must  learn  to  deny 
ourselves  and  control  our  lusts  and  passions  so 
Ckxl’s  higher  qualities  may  be  manifested  in  us. 
From  self  control  comes  endurance  'True  faith 
endures  to  the  end.  It  springs  from  a  true 
knowledge  of  God,  learned  by  experience  with 


him.  We  come  to  know  that  he  is  faithful  in  all 
he  promises,  even  though  his  timetable  is  not 
the  same  as  ours. 

lb  endurance  we  are  to  add  godliness 
(reverence).  We  must  have  an  awareness  of 
God  in  every  aspect  of  life,  not  just  on  the  moiin- 
taintops  and  down  in  the  valleys,  but  at  all 
points  along  our  roads  of  daily  toil  as  well,  lb 
godliness,  add  brotherly  kindn^  for  Jesus  told 
tte  disciples  that  others  would  know  his 
disciples  because  they  loved  one  another.  This 
means  we  are  to  bear  one  another’s  burdens. 
We  are  to  accept  a  Christian  brother  for  what 
he  is  in  Christ  and  where  he  is  in  Christ.  Then 
we  are  to  help  each  other  become  all  we  can 
be  in  Christ.  Ihe  final  step  is  love,  the  godly  love 
of  agape.  It  is  invoked  not  what  we  are  but 
because  of  what  God  is.  It  is  a  sacrificial  love 
that  thinks  of  good  to  others  and  not  of  the  cost 
to  self.  The  world  will  never  believe  that  (jrod 
is  a  God  of  love  unless  they  see  his  love  in  our 
lives  as  Christians. 

These  Christ-like  qualities  are  in  us  because 
his  Holy  Spirit  indwells  us  as  Christians.  We 
must  allow  them  to  increase  to  the  point  of  con¬ 
trolling  our  every  action,  then  we  will  be  fruit¬ 
ful  in  our  Christian  lives.  We  must  always  seek 
to  attain  his  highest  calling  for  us  that  he  may 
be  glorified  by  all  we  da  We  must  live  holy  lives 
for  his  glory,  not  ours. 

Smith  is  pastor,  Mt.  Giiead  Church,  Meridian. 


Proverbs  in  pictures  present  lessons  —  simple,  profound 


By  Bob  Rogers 
Proverbs  30:18-33 

Look  outside  your  window.  What  do  you  see? 
Is  there  a  lesson  to  be  learned  from  what  you 
see?  Jesus  would  say  “yes.”  Looking  around  at 
everyday  scenes  and  events, 
he  told  stories  so  simple  and 
so  profound  that  th^  have 
never  been  forgotten.  A 
sower  planting  his  seed,  a 
wedding  feast,  and  a 
wayward  son  were  all  used 
to  teach  us  Ckid’s  truth.  Our 
last  lesson  from  Proverbs 
contains  pictures  from  life 
which  can  make  us  wise. 

Not  all  of  the  book  of  Pro¬ 
verbs  was  written  or.  even 
collected  by  Solomon.  Proverbs  25:1  says 
Hezekiah’s  men  collected  some  of  them,  and 
31:1  credits  the  mother  of  “King  Lemuel”  with 
the  authorship  of  that  section.  This  Sunday’s 


UNIFORM 


lesson.  Proverbs  30:18-33,  was  possibly  a  part 
of  the  “words  of  Agur”  (30:1).  ^ch  of  the  say¬ 
ings  in  this  lesson  is  so  vivid  that  it  can  be 
drawn  on  a  canvas. 

1)  An  unconcerned  adulteress  (vs.  20) 

Verse  20  imagines  “an  adulterous  woman” 

who  eats  and  wipes  her  mouth,  saying  she  has 
done  no  wrong.  Marvin  E.  Tate,  Jr.  says,  “She 
treats  her  sexual  intercourse  as  casual  as 
eating  a  meal.”  She  is  totally  unconcerned 
abmit  her  sin. 

2)  Four  unbearable  people  (vss.  21-23) 
Verses  21-23  picture  four  people  with  whom 

it  is  difficult  to  live:  a  slave  who  becomes  king, 
a  fool  filled  with  food,  “an  odious  woman  when 
she  is  married,”  and  a  maid  who  replaces  her 
mistress.  The  “odious  woman”  is  literally  a 
hated  woman.  This  could  be  a  woman  who  is 
unloved  by  her  husband  yet  remains  in  the  mar¬ 


riage,  (H*  it  could  be  a  divorcee;  but  it  most  like¬ 
ly  refers  to  an  unpopular  or  unattractive 
woman  who  gets  a  husband.  All  four  of  the 
types  of  people  mentioned  here  tend  to  be 
unbearable  and  even  obnoxious. 

3)  Four  creatures  who  model  wisdom  (vss. 
24-28) 

The  writer  paints  a  scene  from  the  animal 
world  to  teach  wisdom  to  humans  in  verses 
24-28.  All  of  them  are  small,  but  they  are  able 
to  do  great  things.  The  ant  plans  ahead  to  have 
food  in  the  summer.  The  coney  (the  hyrax,  a 
small  mammal  with  a  thick  bocy  and  short  1^ 
and  ears)  knows  how  to  make  a  safe  home  in 
the  rocks  and  caves  around  the  Dead  Sea.  The 
locust  is  well-organized,  though  he  has  no  king 
to  lead.  The  Hebrew  word  for  the  fourth 
creature  was  identified  by  Martin  Luther  as  a 
spider,  but  most  translators  today  agree  that 
the  word  means  a  lizard.  The  point  of  verse  28 
is  that  you  can  catch  a  lizard  in  your  hand,  yet 
<  lizards  appear  even  in  king’s  palaces. 


4)  A  fool  stirring  up  anger  (vss.  32-33) 

Verses  32-33  draw  an  image  of  what  happens 
when  a  fool  starts  a  fight.  The  writer  warns, 
“Lay  thine  hand  upon  thy  mouth.”  In  other 
words,  put  your  hand  over  your  mouth  before 
your  boasting  (m*  unkind  worm  ^  you  into  trou¬ 
ble  For  just  as  “churning  of  milk”  (which  was 
done  by  tvristing  an  animal-skin  bottle  of  milk) 
pr^uces  butter,  and  twisting  someone’s  nose 
makes  it  bleed,  so  angry  words  provoke  a  fight. 

Questions  to  consider. 

1.  Are  there  any  sins  that  don’t  bother  you? 

2.  What  behavior  do  you  find  obnoxious?  Do 
you  ever  behave  that  way? 

3.  Even  if  you  are  not  famous  or  wealthy, 
what  great  things  can  God  do  through  you  and 
your  church? 

4.  Have  you  said  any  words  that  provoked 
another  person  to  anger?  Has  someone  said 
such  woi^  to  you?  Have  you  gone  to  that  per¬ 
son  for  forgiveness  and  reconciliation? 

Rogers  is  pastor.  Calvary  Church,  Gloster. 
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Samuel’s  birth  and  ministry:  lesson  in  commitment 


By  Lannie  WUbourn 
1  Samuel  1:U,  20,  24-28;  3:8-10,  19-20 
As  gasoline  is  the  fuel  that  keeps  the  car 
engine  running,  commitment  is  the  fuel  that 
keeps  the  (Zhi^tian  serving  Jesus.  The  first 
three  chapters  of  1  Samuel 
repeatedly  refer -to  “vows” 
or  commitments  made  and 
kept.  Victor  Alfeen  said, 
“(^  can  do  wonders  with  a 
broken  heart  if  you  give  him 
all  the  pieces.”  Hannah  cer¬ 
tainly  proved  this  to  be  true 
Her  commitment  in  1:11  is 
often  used  on  Mother’s  Day 
to  remind  mothers  of  their 

wiiiwMirn  spiritual  privilege  Hannah 

wuDourn  brought  her  troubles  to  the 

Lord  with  many  tears.  She  made  her  commit¬ 
ment  to  (3od  and  her  husband  supported  it  Han¬ 
nah’s  promise  that  their  son  would  not  have  his 
hair  cut  nor  drink  wine  or  strong  drink  cor¬ 
responds  closely  to  the  descriptions  of  Nazirites 
els^here  in  the  Old  Tsstament  The  mother  of 
Samson  was>  not  to  drink  alcohol  even  during 
her  pregnancy;  and  Samson,  who  was  to  be  a 
life-long  Nazirite,  was  to  let  his  hair  grow.  In 
the  case  of  Samson  as  in  Amos  2:11,  one 
became  a  Nazirite  at  God’s  initiative  and  re¬ 
mained  in  this  status  for  one’s  entire  life  Han¬ 
nah  consecrated  her  expected  son  to  the  service 
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of  God.  But  Samuel’s  Nazirite  status  resulted 
neither  from  tus  personal  vow,  as  in  Num.  6,  nor 
from  God’s  consecration  of  someone  to  himself 
as  in  Amos  2:11  and  the  Samson  story. 

Rather,  Samuel  was  a  Nazirite  because  his 
mother  promised  he  would  be  one  His  mother 
invested  tus  vocation  prenatally.  What  she  pro¬ 
mised  was  to  live  a  godly  life.  She  calls  herself 
“servant”  (1:11, 16, 18  NIV).  Upon  finishing  her 
praying,  “her  face  was  no  longer  downcast.” 
She  believed  God  would  answer  and  she  did  not 
forget  when  he  did. 

Hannah’s  vow  to  give  her  child  to  God  can 
teach  us  that  children  are  a  trust  from  God  to 
be  d^icated  to  him.  The  New  Testament  con¬ 
tinues  a  strong  emphasis  on  the  value  of 
spiritual  leadership  in  our  families.  Paul  tells 
Timothy  to  select  deacons  who  are  proven  by 
their  leadership  of  their  families.  We  must  take 
seriously  Paul’s  instructions  in  1  'Timo^  3.  The 
church  is  the  family  of  God.  The  sacrifice  that 
Hannah  took  with  her  to  the  house  of  the  Lord 
demonstrates  the  faithfulness  we  should  show 
in  our  worship  of  God.  A  three-year-old  bull  was 
apparently  a  quite  valuable  one.  Hannah’s 
fulfUlment  of  her  vow  shows  us  the  value  and 
necessity  of  being  faithful  to  our  word. 
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Mothers  in  ancient  times  might  nurse  their 
children  as  long  as  three  years.  Therefore, 
Samuel  was  a  preschooler  learning  by  seeing, 
hearing,  and  doing  in  his  training  with  Eli. 
Notice  that  he  “. . .  slept  in  the  temple  of  the 
Loi^,  where  the  ark  of  God  was.”  (3:3  NIV). 
God’s  personal  caU  to  Samuel  came  when  “the 
word  of  the  Lord  was  rare.”  The  “word  of  the 
Lord”  is  the  technical  designation  for  the 
revelation  given  to  the  prophets.  This  revelat(H7 
word  was  rare  or  precious  (cf.  Isa.  13:12).  The 
absence  of  a  prophetic  word  is  a  curse  announc¬ 
ed  against  Israel  by  Amos  (8:12).  Samuel  was 
speciaUy  blessed  by  being  given  such  a  pro- 
pnetic  word. 

On  God’s  third  caU  (3:8)  Eli  realized  what 
was  happening  and  gave  Samuel  a  pit^r 
liturgical  response  that  he  could  make  if  (tod 
called  again.  This  response  expressed  proper 
respect  and  humility  for  one  to  whom  God  was 
speaking  (your  servant)  and  a  willingness  to 
listen.  The  threefold  call  functioned  as  a 
prelude  to  the  divine  message  by  insuring  that 
Samuel  was  awake  and  ready  to  listen. 
Sometimes  (tod  must  speak  several  times  to  us 
to  insure  we  listen  attentively. 

^muel  was  the  man  of  promise  for  (tod  was 
with  him.  The  assurance  of  his  presence  was 
an  empowering  word,  present  also  in  the  caUs 
of  Moses,  Gideon,  Jeremiah  and  others.  That 
(tod  did  not  let  any  of  his  promises  to  Samuel 


faU  or  faU  to  the  ground  was  typical  of  his 
message  throughout  the  Old  Ibstament  (Josh. 
21:45;  23:24;  1  Kings  8:56;  2  Kings  10:10).  All 
Israel  recognized  that  Samuel  had  now  been 
confirmed  as  a  prophet.  The  all-inclusiveness 
of  the  recognition  was  emphasized  by  the  note 
that  it  involved  everyone  from  Dan  to  Beer- 
sheba,  the  traditional  limits  of  the  promised 
land.  Hannah’s  prenatal  commitment  to  (tod 
resulted  in  a  prophet  for  Israel.  God’s  answer 
to  a  mother’s  prayer  provided  direction  for  a 
nation. 

WUbourn  is  pastor,  Pinelake  Church, 
Brandon. 


Off  the  Record 

A  first-grader's  mother  put  a  bowl 
of  hot  soup  in  front  of  him.  He  halted 
his  first  spoonful  in  midair  and  ex¬ 
amined  it  with  a  frown. 

“What’s  the  matter?”  his  mother 
asked. 

“Alphabet  soup,”  he  snorted,  “(toe 
whiz.  Mom,  can’t  you  let  a  guy  forget 
school  for  a  minute?” 


Thursday,  July  I>.  IWO 
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MKs  do  home  study 


Maxine 

on  the  mis- 
(rften  home  study.  Lynn 
four 

students  who  study  around  her  dining 
table  days  a  her  son 

Christopher,  Sam  Anderson, 

Jonathan  and  Rachel  Newton.  ^ 

Rachel  is  in  the  second  ^de,  .  <11^^  '''  ' 

Christopher  and  Jonathan  are  in  the  \ 

fifth  grade,  and  Sam  is  in  the  sixth  ..  IR^H 

grade,  so  Lynn  has  a  variety  of  lesson  m-  ^ 

plans  to  make.  Since  he  lived  up-  V  ^  t  1 

coun^  for  several  years,  Christopher  ■  .  h  ^  ^ 

enjoying  having  others  study  with  I 

him  in  Bangkok,  Thailand.  I  . 

“We  have  fun,”  said  Lynn.  “It  is  kind  L 
a  self-learning  program.  Having 
the  group  study  together  makes  stu- 

dying  more  fun  for  all  of  them.  This  Missionary  Lynn  (Mrs.  Jack)  Kinnison  teaches  home  study  to  four  MKs  (missionary 
is  my  first  experience  in  teaching  kids)  around  her  dining  table.  Clockwise:  Christopher  Kinnison,  Mrs.  Kinnison,  Rachel 
home  study  for  students  other  than  Newton,  Sam  Anderson,  and  Jonathan  Newton.  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart) 
my  own  four  children.” 

The  students  praise  their  teacher,  is  more  fun  to  study  with  other  that  the  student  body  has  increased  by 
They  do  not  hesitate  to  say  what  a  students.  Rachel,  of  course,  wishes  the  300%. 

good  teacher  she  is  and  that  they  en-  student  body  had  more  than  one  girl.  Maxine  Stewart  is  a  missionary  in 
joy  home  study.  They  all  agree  that  it  Christopher,  meanwhile,  is  delighted  Thailand. 


Hi!  for  a  pen  pal,  please  write  me  and  I 

My  name  is  Bethany  and  I’m  14  and  will  answer  all  your  letters, 
in  the  ninth  grade.  I  go  to  the  Dana  Oswalt 

Sunflower  (Church.  Rt.  2,  Box  193 

I  would  love  to  get  more  letters.  Mathiston,  MS  39752 

Shelley  F.  from  Waynesboro,  please 
send  me  your  addr^.  I  want  to  send 
you  your  stuff.  Hi! 

I  want  to  see  your  letters  in  my  box  My  name  is  Stephanie  Bigham.  I 
(don’t  forget).  Send  them  to  this  am  11  years  old  and  I  am  in  the  6th 
address ;  grade.  I  go  to  Ecru  Baptist  Church.  I 

Bethany  Allred  would  love  to  get  your  letter.  If  you 

Rt.  1,  Box  50  write  me,  I  will  write  you  back.  My 

Sunflower,  MS  38778  hobbies  are  playing  the  piano,  frying 

,  basketball,  and  many  others.  1  hope 

you  will  write  so  we  can  become 
Hi!  My  name  is  Dana  Oswalt.  I  am  friends.  Send  a  picture  if  you  can  and 
9  years  old.  I  am  in  the  fifth  grade.  I  include  your  phone  number,  and  your 
go  to  Blythe  Creek  Baptist  Church  in  address.  If  you  want  to  write  me,  write 
Mathiston,  Mississippi.  My  hobbies  to: 

include  playing  the  piano,  riding  Stephanie  Bigham 

bikes,  skating,  and  swimming.  If  you  P.  O.  Box  266 

think  that  you  would  enjoy  having  me  Ecru,  MS  38841 


receive  Christ  at  Thai  camp 


The  seventh  'Thai  Junior  Camp  was  as  their  Saviour.  period  during  the  final  service,  two  of 

held  at  the  (I!hristian  Conference  The  pastors  and  Sunday  School  the  young  men  told  how  they  had 
Center  (Baptist  camp)  in  Pattaya,  teachers  of  these  children  received  become  Christians  during  the  first 
Thailand,  April  1990.  Nine  Baptist  the  names,  addresses  and  a  copy  of  camp  seven  years  ago  and  how  they 
churches  participated,  with  53  Juniors  each  decision  made.  continued  going  to  camp  every  year, 

attending.  Of  this  total,  12  Juniors 

were  public  professing  Christians  ’The  counselors  are  trained  by  Joy  One  of  the  young  women 
when  they  went  to  camp.  Five  other  (Mrs.  Bob)  Cullen,  Junior  camp  counselors-in-training  told  how  she 
campers  had  made  professions  of  director,  or  the  counselors  take  her  was  afraid  to  accept  Jesus  during  the 
faith  before,  but  never  publicly.  In  his  •WWliiVI|i>c  Thailand  Baptist  first  camp  because  of  what  her 
invitation  Samak  l6kmbang  em-  'Fh^ogical^minary  which  qualifies  parents  might  say.  Then  she  told  how 
phasized  the  importance  of  a  public  them.  ’This  year,  howi^r,  four  former  she  went  back  the  second  year  and  ac- 
profession  of  faith.  During  the  invita-  campers  were  invited  to  be  cepted  Jesus, 
tion  38  Juniors  stepped  forward  in-  counselors-in-training,  a  new  ex-  Mrs.  (Xillen  wrote  the  five  books  us- 
dicating  they  want^  to  accept  Christ  perience  for  all.  In  the  testimony  ed  in  Junior  camp. 


By  Donn 

A  12-member  team  from  Blue 
Mountain  College  Baptist  Student 
Union  spent  May  15-22  on  a  mission 
trip  to  Denver,  Colo.  Evidence  of  the 
power  of  God  through  prayer 
manifested  itself  through  the  loving 
and  receptive  hearts  (rf  the  youths  and 
adults  at  Northglenn,  First  Baptist 
Church.  Also,  members  of  the  BSU 
team  saw  God’s  power  evident 
through  the  growth  and  love  touching 
their  own  lives. 

In  Northglenn  on  Wednesday,  the 
team  participated  in  the  evening 
prayer  service  through  music  and 
testimony. 

'The  following  day,  the  group  visited 
two  nursing  homes.  As  they  met  a 
1940’s  movie  star,  Sally  Yamell,  in  one 
of  the  homes,  each  member  of  the 
team  seemed  overwhelmed  with  the 
fact  that  youth  and  beauty  are 
fleeting,  no  matter  who  you  are  or 
what  you  do. 

That  evening,  the  BSU  group  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  telephone  survey,  each 
calling  100  numters.  The  students 
asked  people  if  they  had  a  local 
church  home.  Over  7^rospects  were 
found  for  the  church.  ’Ine  pastor,  John 
'Iblbert,  expressed  his  ^atefulness 
for  the  team’s  work. 

Friday  evening.  Disciple  Youth 
Weekend  began.  About  10  youths  at¬ 
tended  the  first  evening.  Since  the 
“team”  had  divided  itsdf  into  three 
units  to  present  the  material  more  ef- 
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fectively,  each  group  only  had  a  few 
youths.  Saturday  morning  began  with 
visitation  which  resulted  in  another 
young  man’s  attending  the  seminars. 
Several  other  youths  joined  the  group 
on  Saturday  as  well.  'The  highlight  of 
the  day  was  a  creataive  worship  ser¬ 
vice  which  the  BSU  team  led.  The 
youths  as  well  as  the  BSU  group  were 
challenged  by  the  Spirit  of  Gcxl  who 
was  present. 

Saturday,  also,  included  a  trip  to  the 
mall  where  the  three  groups  com¬ 
peted  in  a  “sound”  scavenger  hunt. 
'The  BMC  students  had  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  get  to  know  the  youths  on  a  dif¬ 
ferent  level  from  that  of  stu¬ 
dent/teacher.  The  scavenger  hunt 
ended  with  supper  at  a  nearby 
restaurant. 

Sunday,  nine  of  the  youths  made 
decisions  to  be  more  committed  to 
(5od.  In  the  evening  service,  the  pastor 
and  the  church  members  took  time  to 
set  apart  the  youths  and  BSU  group 
by  laying  han^  on  them  and  praying 
for  them.  As  the  team  pre[Mr^  to 
leave,  tears  were  seen  on  faces 
throughout  the  auditorium.  God’s  love 
drew  the  team  and  church  together  in 
a  short  time,  as  only  his  love  can  do. 

One  member  of  the  BSU  team, 
Steve  Walter,  has  returned  to  Nor¬ 
thglenn  to  serve  as  youth  director  for 
the  summer. 

Donna  Smith  was  a  senior  team 
member. 


cost  of  paper  and  printing  for  church 
literature  product  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  and  im¬ 
provements  in  Sunday  School 
materials  will  result  in  two  price  in¬ 
creases  during  the  1990-91  budget 
year. 

Fred  Phanco,  director  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board’s  marketing  division, 
said  even  though  the  price  increases 
were  reported  in  conjunction  with 
trustee  approval  earlier  this  year,  in¬ 
formation  is  being  released  now  to  re¬ 
mind  church  budget  committees  of 
the  upcoming  changes  as  budgets  are 
set  for  the  new  church  year. 

In  February  1990,  Sunday  School 
Board  trustees  approved  an  increase 
for  April  1991  of  5.8  percent  to  cover 
the  higher  cost  of  paper  and  printing. 
An  additional  increase  also  was  ap¬ 
proved  for  October  1991  of  4.4  percent 
to  cover  the  improvements.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  average  price  in¬ 
crease  for  local  churches  will  be  7  to 
7.5  percent  for  the  1991  calendar  year. 

In  October  1991  improvements  will 
be  introduced  in  Sunday  School 
materials  which  include  increased 
pages  for  Bible  content,  art  and 
teaching  procedures.  Also,  more  col¬ 
or  will  included  in  the  periodicals. 

Phanco  said  even  after  the  two  in¬ 
creases,  the  cost  of  Sunday  School 
Board  literature  will  remain  25  per¬ 
cent  lower  than  the  nearest  major 
competitor. 

A  small  pot  boils  quickly. 


Pictured  above  are  participants  in  Short  Creek  Church's  “Children’s  Church” 
(T ^shomingo).  Seated  is  Keith  Byram,  director  of  the  program.  Front  row:  Jessie  Hamn, 
Stevie  Worsham,  Jamie  Casebella,  Misti  Booras,  Dedre  Cooksie,  Chad  Fooshee, 
Samantha  Royd,  and  Anna  Bonds.  Back:  Chris  Stevens,  Jenifer  Hale,  Shane 
Casebella,  Amy  Hamn,  Jarrad  Robinson,  Kay-Dee  Floyd,  and  Roy  Bales,  Jr.  Not  pic¬ 
tured  is  Melody  Byram,  director.  Leonard  (Casebella  is  pastor  at  Short  Creek  Church. 

Rap  album  ruled 
obscene 

MIAMI,  Fla.  (EP)  —  ’The  album 
“As  Nasty  As  They  Wanna  Be”  by  the 
rap  group,  2  Live  Crew,  has  been 
declared  obscene  by  a  Federal  judge. 

Citing  the  album’s  graphic  sexual 
lyrics.  Judge  Jose  Gonzalez  agreed 
with  the  Broward  County  Sheriff’s 
Department  that  “As  Nasty  As  They 
Wanna  Be”  violated  contemporary 
community  standards  for  obscenity. 

“It  is  an  appeal  to  ‘dirty’  thoughts 
and  the  loins,  not  to  the  intellect  and 
the  mind,”  ruled  Gonzalez.  The  album 
is  filled  with  graphic  descriptions  of 
sex,  genitals,  and  sodomy,  and  con¬ 
tains  a  song  that  suggests  glorifica¬ 
tion  of  rape. 

’The  album  which  is  labeled  with 
the  message  “Warning:  Explicit 
Language  Contained,”  has  meant 
legal  troubles  for  Florida  retailers 
before  this  latest  incident.  On  March 
15  a  record  store  owner  in  Sarasota, 

Fla.,  was  arrested  for  selling  a  copy 
of  the  album  to  an  ll-year-oid  giri,  and 
charged  with  selling  material  harm¬ 
ful  to  minors. 
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